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Soviets play down defection 

ANKARA (API — Tbe defection of a Soviet air force pilot wflh a MiG-29 to 
Turkey is as incident and wffl not affect relations between (be two 

countries, a Soviet official said Tuesday. Walter Sonia, minister counsellor 
of the embassy, toM reporters; “It would be best if such incidents did not 
occur. But this is an fauAued incident and wiD not spoil our good 
neighbourly and friendly relations.” Alexander Zuyev Saturday took off 
from the Tskhahaya airfield north of Batumi alter shooting a sentry who 
fired bark, wounding him. He landed the jet fighter at Turkey’s Black Sea 
coast dty of Trabzon. Turkey returned the aircraft to the Soviet Union a 
day later but has not heeded a Soviet cafl for the extradition of the pilot 
whom Sonia said was a terrorist. Sonia said the Soviets appreciated the 
quick r et u rn of the plane, the most modern jet in the Soviet air force. 
Turks, in turn, appreciate the fact that two Soviet fighters which started 
dmring Zuyev's plane did not follow it once it entered Turkish airspace, the 
diplomat said. A Turkish official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said 
that in many decades Turkey has not sent back any military person, from 
East or West, who has asked for asylum. 


Price: Jordan 100 fiis; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 
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Summit opens without Lebanon 


Compiled by our staff from agency dispatches 

CASABLANCA — An extraordinary Arab 
summit dedicated to the Arab-IsraeU con¬ 
flict, the Lebanese strife and Egypt’s reentry 
to the Arab League opened here Tuesday but 
the seat of Lebanon remained empty. 


,-.V- ,.-r = ’ 


ARMY. CELEBRATIONS: ffls 

. H^bI Highness Crown Prince Hagan, the Re¬ 
gent* Tuesday attended a celebration held by 
Prince Unshed Battalion to celebrate His Royal 
-Highness Prince Rashed’s 10th birthday and 
voiced pride to the achievements of tbe battalion. 
The . Regent was accompanied by His Royal 
H ighn ess Prince Abdullah Ibn Al Hussein and 


Prince Rasbed. Tbe battalion commander pre¬ 
sented Prince Rashed with a gtfl on the occasion. 
Also Tuesday Prince Hassan and Prince Abdullah 
visited one of tbe formations of the fifth Armoured 
Division and listened to a briefing about its 
training programme and watched a military 
exercise. 


Tension Palestinian killed 
high in stone; 6 injured 

Beirut j OCCUPIED JERUSALEM while, Palestinian fanners re- 




- BEIRUT (Agencies) —.Battles 
■ - erupted is Beirut Tuesday as die 

country braced for am a jor dash 
between rival forces amid 
deepening gloom that Arab lead- 
. ers meeting in Morocco will be 
-able to find a settlement to hah 
,-.r the bloodletting,-,. 

Police said at least three dozen 
shells fired.from west Beirut hit 
-/.the rightist-controlled coastline 

- around the ancient port.of Byb- 
. Ids, 30 kilometres north of the 
■ • capital; ■ 

- _;~ The shellin^ iwinrii caused no 
casualties or^erioos damage, was 

; v aimed at ^preventing ships car- 
i^3ig : anns"foforces loyal to Army 
~ Cammamkr .-Mich^ Aoun be- 


aeged in an 8ff9-square4aidmetre 
enclave.V. i ' ; •’ - T . 

Aoun’s military units,, along 
with opposing Syrian , peacekeep¬ 
ers and allied militiamen, were 
. reported to be resupplying artfl- 
7 lery and rocket batteries Tuesday 
■ s : fora widely anticipated eruption 
;, .of major fighting. 

. _/ ; “No one's making a- secret of 
it,” said a police spokesman/wbo 
• cannot be named under standing. 
... regulations. 

The Arab League has been 
trying to halt the fighting that 
.broke out.March 8 wben Aoun 
blockade illegal ports run by ntiB> 
—- trasiua bid to restore the govern¬ 
ment s authority, long eroded in 
Lebanon's 14-year-oW civil war. 

Adding fuel to the tension 
-Tuesday, Aoun vowed to drive 

- - Syrian, troops from Lebanon or 

jdie trying, and said the real fight¬ 
ing had yet to begin. 

Abus, -speaking in the base- 
_ T ”Trierit-«Edhe shell-cratered pres- 
--identKd : palace, also demanded 
•the.'Arab summit in Casablanca 
. 'actio solve the Lebanese crisis. 

Aopn, who heads a military 
"cabinet vying for power since last 
&ptemfier with 3 civilian govem- 
_ merit:; by Salim Hpss. was 
--asked:what he would do if the 

- aimmft failedto act on Lebanon. 

. w -^i wintake the necessary mea- 

. .j sane^b^eded for (Lebanese) in- 
/ depe^oce.' Maybe 1 will be 
_. obtfged io fight but if they have 
j apo^Ka: alternative certainly I 

. • j^H-takp its 

"Ihey -are obliged to discuss 
. Jashanesc problems... and take 

?3«asions. If. they are 001 will“?g 

Arab League is in 

danger.^-' 

- ’ Aoun said it would be better if 
LebanoiL. were not formally rep" 

: .TesEiited.at tbe summit. 

■ “H Lebanon is not represented 
.at the. (summit), it would be very 
good because the- Arabs would 
'- openly discuss our problems,” he 
jgEukf, adding that he would be 
. 'ready to discuss . Lebanon directly 

-with- Syria at the meeting. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops 
shot and wounded six Palesti¬ 
nians in tbe occupied Gaza 
Strip Tuesdq; during a general 
strike called to mark the start 
of tbe extraordinary Arab sum¬ 
mit in Casablanca, Morocco, 
hospital officials said. 

On Monday, a Palestinian 
was killed by a stone thrown at 
Ms car by Israelis, and uniden¬ 
tified assailants opened fire at 
police in the occupied West 
Bank and at army soldiers 
hitchhiking in the Naqeeb de¬ 
sert 

•The death of the 42-year-old 
Palesthdan was the first re¬ 
potted since Israelis started 
stobh^-Piklestiidan-owiied cars 
two weeks ago after an Israeli 
soldier was found dead to tbe 
area, jnsi north of the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

The death of the army 
sergeant and (he disappearance 
of a second soldier nearby have 
been blamed on Palestinians. 

In the Gaza Strip, mean¬ 


while, Palestinian farmers re¬ 
ported troops had bulldozed 
about 20 acres of Arab 
orchards and seized tbe land to 
build what appeared in be a 
mili tary road 

Appeal to summit 

A ’Palestinian appeal to be 
presented to the Arab summit 
to Casablanca urges Arab lead¬ 
ers to demand American agree¬ 
ment for establishing a Palesti¬ 
nian state and to reject Israel’s 
peace plan, a newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

Tbe appeal to tbe summit 
was published by the Al Fqjr 
daily. It described the docu¬ 
ment as being from the State of 
Palestine. 

The appeal urged Arab 
states to form a “higher com¬ 
mittee” to support Palestinian 
peace proposals, which call for 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
an international peace confer¬ 
ence to resolve (he Arab-Israeii 
conflict. 


The formal opening of the sum- 
mil was delayed by a closed-door 
informal debate by the Arab 
leaders over who would represent 
Lebanon at the summit and the 
outcome of the deliberations 
was not immediately clear. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, whose country was sus¬ 
pended by the Arab League 10 
yers ago over its separate peace 
treaty with Israel, took his seat in 
the conference hall at King Has¬ 
san of Morocco's palace along¬ 
side 17 other Arab heads of state, 
including leaders from Syria and 
Libya. 

His Majesty King Hussein was 
expected to deliver a speech at 
the opening session. 

The 18 heads of state and 
officials from three other states 
represented at lower level were 
welcomed by King Hassan on the 
steps of his palace in the northern 
suburbs of Casablanca, where the 
Lebanese flag was among 22 flut¬ 
tering standards. 

The king and other leaders 
have proposed that army com¬ 
mander Michel Aoun and Acting 
Prime Minister Salim Hoss 
should be invited to give their 
views to the summit on how to 
resolve the Lebanese crisis. 

To avoid leaving the seat of 
one of the Arab League’s found¬ 
ing members empty, one sugges¬ 
tion was that a Lebanese ambas¬ 
sador should occupy it. 

But the ambassador in Rabat, 
Sami Knonfol, is a Sunni Muslim 
believed dose to Hoss. 

An alternative was Lebanon's 
permanent representative at the 
league's headquarters in Tunis, 
Suleiman Farah. 

But he is Christian apparently 
unacceptable to Hoss. 


Khomeini undergoes 
surgery for bleeding 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iranian 
revolutionary leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, 86, under¬ 
went surgery Tuesday to stem 
internal bleeding, Tehran Radio 
reported. 

Quoting a statement from the 
Shi’ite Muslim leader’s office, the 
radio said an operation to control 
bleeding of the digestive tract was 
successful and his condition was 
“completely satisfactory.” 

In Paris, Ayatollah Mehdi 
Rouhani. spiritual leader of the 
European Shi'ite community, cal¬ 
led the AP to say he" had informa¬ 
tion (hat Khomeini had “lost a 
great deal of blood” and was in 
“precarious” condition. 

He would not say who his 
sources were or provide further 
details. 

The Tehran Radio report said 
it was not known where the op¬ 
eration took place. 

The unexpected report that 
Khomeini was ailing followed 
weeks of political upheaval in 
Iran after the revolutionary lead¬ 
er dumped his designated succes¬ 
sor, Ayatollah Hussein-Ali Mon- 
tazeri last month. 

Last week Khomeini’s son 
Ahmad published a long diatribe 
against Montazeri, 64, for ques¬ 
tioning his father’s policies. 

Ahmad, 43, has long been a 
dose aide of his father and his 
attack on Montazeri underlined 
his increasingly high political pro¬ 
file. 


Khomeini appointed a 20-man 
committee last month to review 
the succession question and re¬ 
commend changes to the 1979 
constitution to correct what he 
called “flaws and imperfections.'’ 

So far. the committee, com¬ 
posed of senior political, legal 
and religious figures, has concen¬ 
trated on the shape of the future 
government. 

Tehran newspapers said the 
committee was likely to give 
more power to the presidency, 
possibly by scrapping the pre¬ 
miership, to eliminate competing 
power centers that have para¬ 
lysed tbe dedsion-making process 
during 10 years of revolutionary 
rule. 

The signs were that in the 
absence of any single figure with 
the patriarch's political and reli¬ 
gious authority, Iran will likely be 
governed in the post-Khomeini 
era by a collective leadership. 

Iran has never officially con¬ 
firmed persistent reports that 
Khomeini, who has not appeared 
on state television for several 
weeks, was suffering from cancer 
of the bowel or prostate. 

The ascetic spiritual leader of 
Iran's 1979 revolution suffered a 
mild heart attack in 1980 but has 
otherwise appeared in good 
health. 

Khomeini signalled a radical 
turn in Iranian politics in Febru¬ 
ary when he called for the killing 
of British author Salman Rushdie 



AyatoUab Khomeini 

for blaspheming the Islamic faith 
in his book “The Satanic 
Verses." 

The affair fuelled Islamic fer¬ 
vour within Iran but alienated 
Western states who had hoped 
the country would take a more 
pragmatic line following the Au¬ 
gust 1988 ceasefire in the eight- 
year Gulf War with Iraq. 

Shortly after the Rushdie 
affair, Khomeini forced the res¬ 
ignation of Montazeri from his 
position as designated successor 
to tbe supreme Islamic leader 
under Iran’s theocratic 1979 con¬ 
stitution. 

Several other Iranian officials 
regarded as favouring an opening 
to the west were purged. 

Analysts say the favourite to 
inherit political power in Iran is 
Parliamentary Speaker Ali Akbar 
Hashemi RafsanjanL 


START negotiations to resume June 19 


■WASHINGTON (R)—Secret¬ 
ary of State James Baker said 
Tuesday, the United States and 
the Soviet Union would resimie 
negotiations on reducing 
strategic-unclear weapons June 

19.’ 

1/jThe United States and the 
Soviet Union have now agreed 
. on tfae. date.of June 19 to restart 
die START negotiations,” 
Baker said at a White House 
news, briefing. 

. The strategic arms reduction 
taBts r {START), which' have as 
thmiSgQajLra, SO per cent'cut in 
U.SL ant!Soviet stockpiles of 
.intercontinental ballistic mis-:.. 


sties and other strategic nuclear 
arms, were on hold pending 
completion of a U.S. policy 
review. 

Baker, briefing reporters on 
President George Bush’s trip to 
Europe for the May 29-30 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga¬ 
nisation (NATO) summit in 
Brussels, also said the United 
States and West Germany were 
still at odds on conditions for 
negotiating with Moscow on 
short-range nuclear missiles. 

• “There stiU is a gap to 
bridge,” die secretary said. 

-Washington last week sof¬ 
tened its oppoation to talks on 


reducing missiles with ranges of 
less than 480 kilometres, but 
said “significant conditions” 
must be met before the talks 
got under way. 

The conditions include Mos¬ 
cow’s agreement to reduce 
troops, tanks and other conven¬ 
tional forces and the actual start 
of such cuts. Tbe United States 
also insists that short-range 
nuclear forces (SNF) talks not 
lead to the elimination of nuc¬ 
lear arms in Europe. 

‘U.S. and British officials in¬ 
sist these weapons are needed 
to offset a vast Soviet advan¬ 
tage in conventional arms. 


West Germany, which is 
where most of the NATO’s 
battlefield nuclear missiles are 
based, has been pressing for 
immediate SNF talks on 
grounds that Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s reform 
policies have reduced the threat 
of war in Europe. 

Baker said Bonn had given 
Washington its response to the 
U.S. proposal to settle the dis¬ 
pute Monday night and “there's 
still a gap.” 

NATO chief favours limited 
folks, page 8 


The league's special Lebanon 
committee debated the issue Sun¬ 
day but it reached no conclusion 
and referred it to the summit. 

The summit. Egypt's first since 
1979 and the Arab World's the 
best attended summit gathering 
since 1974. is expected to tackle 
three main issues currently faring 
the Arab World — the latest 
Palestinian peace initiative, the 
15-year-old Lebanese civil war. 
and Egypt's formal readmittance 
into the Arab League. It is also 
expected to dilute some of the 
tensions in inrer-Arab relations. 

.Kuwait, Somalia and Maurita¬ 
nia are represented here by prime 
ministers or ministers. 

In the two days of preparatory 
meetings which preceded the 
summit, Arab foreign ministers 
failed to make considerable prog¬ 
ress on the Palestinian problem, 
the Lebanese problem and the 
lran-Iraq conflict. 

A document presented by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) at the preparatory 
meetings was concerned mostly 
with the more than $600 million 
in Arab funds which the PLO was 
promised by the 1988 summit in 
Algiers to continue tbe uprising 
against Israeli occupation. 
According to the PLO, barely 10 
per cent of the pledges have been 
paid. 

The PLO was expected to 
make an appeal in Casablanca 
urging Arab leaders to demand 
American agreement for estab¬ 
lishing a Palestinian state and to 
reject Israel’s peace proposal call¬ 
ing for elections in the occupied 
territories. 

Most Arab states have wel¬ 
comed Egypt’s return to the Arab 
camp. Libyan leader Muammar 



His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday meets with Iraqi President Saddam Hussein in Casablanca 

King holds consultations 
with ACC, other Arab leaders 


CASABLANCA (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Tuesday 
held a series of meeting with other 
Arab leaders gathered here for 
the extraordinary Arab summit. 
Discussions during the meetings 
included a review of the current 
Arab situation, means for en¬ 
hancing Arab solidarity and the 
summit agenda. 

The King held an early meeting 
with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, North Yemeni Presi¬ 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh and Ira¬ 
qi President Saddam Hussein on 
coordinating the position of tbe 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) countries — Jordan. 
Egypt, North Yemen and Iraq — 
and contribute to the success of 
the summit. 

Qadhafi, who initially planned to 
boycott the summit because of 
Egypt's presence, said that Libya, 
along with Syria, Algeria and 
Tunisia, would oppose “any con¬ 
cession at the Arab summit and... 
boycott it if there was any hint of 
recognising Israel,” the Libyan 
news agency. JANA, reported. 


In a statement to Petra. 
Mubarak paid tribute to the 
King's commitment to and lead¬ 
ing role in efforts to consolidate 
collective Arab action. He said 
Egypt would always recall King 
Hussein’s positive stands. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz told Petra that the King's 
talks with President Hussein 
came within the framework of 
ACC coordination and consulta¬ 
tions. He expressed hope that the 
Casablanca summit would suc¬ 
ceed in positively addressing cur¬ 
rent Arab issues, including the 
Palestinian question, the 
Lebanese problem and the Iraq- 
Iran situation after eight years of 
war which came to an end in 

Mubarak Tuesday called on Syria 
and Israel to withdraw their 
troops from Lebanon. 

Information Minister Safwat 
Sharif quoted him as saying a few 
hours before the scheduled open¬ 
ing of the summit that Egypt 
wanted all foreign forces out of 
the divided country. 


August 1988 with a ceasefire. 

The King also held talks with 
Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz of Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwaiti Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah Al Sabah — head of 
the Kuwaiti delegation to the n 
summit — United Arab Emirates 
President Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sul¬ 
tan Al Nahayan, Emir of Bahrain 
Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman Al Khalifa 
and Palestine President Yasser 
Arafat. 

The King's meeting with Ara¬ 
fat included a luncheon which 
was attended by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker and mem¬ 
bers of the delegation accom¬ 
panying the King as well as the 
Palestinian team to the summit. 

He told reporters the presi¬ 
dent, in meetings with Arab lead¬ 
ers, specifically referred to 
“Israeli forces and Syrian forces 
and any military forces under 
whatever guise in Lebanon." 

Mubarak's top aide, Osama Al 
Baz, told Reuters Monday 
Mubarak would not compromise. 


Moscow PLO welcomes tone of Baker 
read ies call; Shamir rejects it outright 

P Q rp Q C CASABLANCA (Agencies) — pledges to recover all of Pales- Palestinians in the W 

wv/i 1 y The Palestine Liberation Orga- tine. and Gaza Strip would e 

^ 1 nisation (PLO) Tuesday we I- Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak tiators to hold talks wit! 

O pi p p| pi Q corned the tone of U.S. Secretary Shamir bluntly dismissed Baker's interim self-rule and a 

^ 1 IV-ICA of State James Baker’s first major call. peace. 


MOSCOW (R) — Signs emerged 
Tuesday that top officials were 
trying to limit the powers of the 
new-style Soviet parliament as 
tbe leadership prepared an agen¬ 
da for the Congress of People's 
Deputies, which opens Thursday. 

The new, more powerful par¬ 
liament was elected in the coun¬ 
try’s first multi-candidate elec¬ 
tions in March as part of Presi¬ 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev’s politic¬ 
al reform drive. 

TASS news agency said the 
praesidaum of the old rubber- 
stamp parliament, the Supreme 
Soviet, submitted documents for 
consideration by the congress and 
the smaller chamber it will elect 
as a standing parliament. 

TASS initially said the presi¬ 
dium was considering asking the 
smaller chamber — to be called 
the Supreme Soviet—to approve 
recent presidium decrees. 

This would bypass the 2.250- 
member congress, whose prog¬ 
ressive members have said they 
want to rewrite a controversial 
decree passed by the presidium 
April 8 which allows people to be 
jailed for “discrediting” the state. 

But a later TASS report after 
the presidium meeting said no¬ 
thing about who would approve 
the decrees, suggesting that the 
proposal had been rejected, the 
issue was unresolved, or there 
was a news blackout on tbe deci¬ 
sion. 

Several deputies from Moscow 
have called for the congress to 
consider the April 8 decree along 
with a review of laws on every¬ 
thing from the use of troops 
against demonstration to econo¬ 
mic reform. 

Some deputies such as former 
dissident Andrei Sakharov go 
further, demanding that tbe con¬ 
gress be the sole legislative organ 
and not delegate authority to the 
smaller body of more than 500 
deputies, to be called tbe Sup¬ 
reme Soviet. 

IJgachev hits back, page 8 


CASABLANCA (Agencies) — 
The Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO) Tuesday wel¬ 
comed the tone of U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker's first major 
policy statement on the Middle 
East but said it only repeated 
known policies. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo told 
Reuters: “The words are tough 
but there's nothing new. The 
same things here said by (former 
Secretary of State George) Shultz 
last September.” 

He expressed disappointment 
that Baker called for talks be¬ 
tween Israel and Palestinians in 
the occupied territories, without 
mentioning tbe PLO. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, a political 
aide to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, said Baker's remarks 
sounded positive on first hearing 
but on analysis were less im¬ 
pressive. 

In a speech to a pro-Israeli 
lobbying group Monday, Baker 
said Israelis should give up 
dreams of a greater Israel, stop 
settlements in the occupied terri¬ 
tories and “reach out to Palesti¬ 
nians as neighbours who deserve 
political rights.” 

He said Arab states should end 
their economic boycott of Israel 
and stop challenging Israel's 
membership of international 
organisations while the PLO 
should amend a charter which 


pledges to recover all of Pales¬ 
tine. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir bluntly dismissed Baker's 
call. 

“1 think it's useless, it was 
useless.” Shamir said at a press 
conference in London 

Baker urged Israel to give up 
“the unrealistic vision of a grea¬ 
ter Israel" and foreswear annexa¬ 
tion of the occupied territories. 

Shamir told the news confer¬ 
ence he welcomed what he under¬ 
stood to be Baker's “full sup¬ 
port" for his own plan for elec¬ 
tions in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

But he added: “We cannot 
agree to what he said about some 
positions of Israel in the future, 
or even issues not related directly 
to tbe peace initiative — for 
instance, what he said about a 
greater Israel or the settlement 
problem and so on. 

“I don’t think these issues on 
which we differ are anything to 
do with our proposed peace in¬ 
itiative.” 

Shamir, under pressure at 
home and abroad over his hand¬ 
ling of the 17-month-old Palesti¬ 
nian uprising, spoke after he 
sought Britain's backing for the 
election plan in talks with Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe. 

Shamir is proposing that the 


Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip would elect nego¬ 
tiators to hold talks with Israel on 
interim self-rule and a long-term 
peace. 

He said Thatcher had accepted 
the principles of his plan. 

But a spokesman for Thatcher 
said that Loudon saw the propos¬ 
als as not going far enough.' 

Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens also dismissed Baker's call 
that Israel halt Jewish settlement 
in tbe occupied territories and 
give up aspirations of annexing 
the occupied lands. 

“These are our dreams. We are 
speaking about our country and 
we have proven that we fulfil our 
dreams," Arens said 

The comments referred to Bak¬ 
er's statement that "for Israel, 
now is the time to lay aside, once 
and for all, the unrealistic vision 
of a ‘greater Israel’.” Baker 
spoke before the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC). 

In his speech. Baker repeated 
U.S. support for Shamir's idea to 
hold elections in the occupied 
lands. However, Baker said, 
many details have yet to be work¬ 
ed out. 

Israeli foreign ministry spokes¬ 
man Alon Liel called Baker's 
remarks about territorial conces¬ 
sions “explosive," saying they 
might deepen divisions in Israel's 
coalition government. 
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itfliddle East News 


Iran-based Afghan rebels 
reject invitation to Moscow 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Leaders of the Afghan rebel 
factions based in Iran said Tuesday that they had 
rejected an invitation to visit Moscow, Iran’s Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported. 


The offer extended by Yuli 
Vorontsov, first deputy foreign 
minister of the Soviet Union, 
“was refused immediately,’' said 
Ali Jan Zahedi, spokesman for 
the eight-party coalition of the 
Mujahedeen based in Iran. 

Zahedi did tel! a news confer¬ 
ence that the Soviet delegation 
was “more flexible during these 
talks and they did not insist much 
on the permanence of the Kabul 
regime and the need for its parti¬ 
cipation in Afghanistan's future 
government/' 

Zahedi ruled out any negotia¬ 
tions with the Kabul government, 
noting fighting continued around 
most major Afghan cities, said 
IRNA. 

He did not present a specific 


plan, but his view was understood 
to be that the regime step down 
and rhe remainders of the regime 
form a coalition government with 
militant forces of Afghanistan, 
Reuters quoted Zahedi as saying 
by telephone from Tehran. 

Iran's state-run radio also re¬ 
ported progress in the talks on 
Afghanistan during Vorontsov’s 
four-day visit to Tehran. 

“It seems the question of trans¬ 
fer of power (in Afghanistan; is 
not very far-fetched," Tehran 
Radio saiu Monday. 

Vorontsov was appointed 
ambassador to Kabul before the 
Soviet Union ended nearly 10 
years of military intervention and 
withdrew its last soldiers from 
Afghanistan in February. 


wmmmm 







The Afghan army has held its 
own, repelling attacks by Mu¬ 
jahedeen backed by the West, 
Pakistan and Iran — including a 
two-month siege of the city of 
Jalalabad in eastern Afghanistan. 

Zahedi said Vorontsov’s prop¬ 
osals, which he understood to 
include the removal of at least the 
ministers of the Afghan govern¬ 
ment, still failed to meet Mujahe¬ 
deen demands. 

“We reject power-sharing with 
the remainders of the Afghan 
regime,'* he said. “We accept as a 
replacement only a government 
embracing all mili tant and revolu¬ 
tionary Afghan forces which have 
fought for freedom of Afghanis¬ 
tan in the past 10 years.” 

Tehran Radio Sunday quoted 
Vorontsov as saying that the 
guerrillas in Iran were against 
foreign intervention in Afghanis¬ 
tan and wanted a broad-based 
government. 

“Our stance conforms com¬ 
pletely with this view, and I have 
asked the leaders of the alliance 
to visit Moscow, and they have 
said they will think about the 
timing of such a trip," he said. 

The Afghan guerrillas are split 
into two alliances, the larger 
Pakistan-based Sunni Muslim 
coalition and the minority Shi’ite 
Muslim alliance based in Iran. 

Both groups engaged Soviet 
soldiers in heavy fighting after 
they intervened in 1979 to sup¬ 
port a communist-led govern¬ 
ment. But they have been at odds 
since the Soviet withdrawal ear¬ 
lier this year and the formation of 
an interim Afghanistan govern¬ 
ment that does not include repre¬ 
sentatives of the Shi'ite alliance. 

Zahedi said that a four-man 
delegation representing the eight- 
party coalition in Iran was in 
Pakistan for talks with the larger 
group. 

“It is too soon to talk about 
results of the visit,'* he said. 


IDS reach for loaves of Afghan flat bread called 
te in Kabul. 


nan, at a bakery 


Najibullah: Rebels’ mistake 

President Najibullah mean¬ 
while accused rebel leaders of 
making a major mistake in reject¬ 
ing his peace proposals and said 
Pakistan was fanning the flames 
of war in Afghanistan. 

“It’s another of (the rebel lead¬ 
ers’) historic and national mis¬ 
takes... we hope they wifi recon¬ 
sider,” Najibullah said. 

"The only way to get peace in 
Afghanistan is to lay down our 
weapons. Most commanders have 
already realised that after the 
Soviet withdrawal using these 
weapons against fellow Afghanis 
is inhumane and unethical,” the 


Down Afghan soldiers get high On hashish 


By Nassir Shirkhani 
Reuter 


KABUL — “When you get 
high on hashish, you become 
completely revolutionary and 
attack the enemy. Fear simply 
disappears," said Afghan sol¬ 
dier Ahmad Shah, rolling a 
hashish joint. 

“If the commanders refused 
to come up with hashish, they 
would face the wrath of armed 
soldiers,” another soldier said. 

"Hashish is the wine of 
Afghanistan," bearded Janali 
said in a broken voice, his left 
eye twitching. 

Soldier Aminuilah, his bulg¬ 
ing eyes red from the effects of 
narcotics, took a puff from a 
joint and said: "I have not seen 
my family for two years. It is so 
difficult not being able to see 
your brothers, sisters and pa¬ 
rents. I drown my sorrow with 
hashish." 

They were among a group of 
soldiers who said the Afghan 
army provides frontline troops 
with hashish to boost their 
courage for the fight against 
Mujahedeen guerrillas. 

The soldiers said in inter¬ 
views they got hashish as part 


of their routine rations. 

Soldiers say up to SO per cent 
of the men serving in combat 
units use the drug to ameliorate 
an often dull and sometimes 
dangerous life. 

Troops say commanders pro¬ 
vide quantities of the drug free 
of charge to barracks, especial¬ 
ly if the array is going into 
battle against the guerrillas. 

General Abdul Haq Ulumi, 
head of the National Defence 
Council, admits the use of the 
drug among soldiers but says 
the number is insignificant. 

“It is true that some soldiers 
smoke hashish, it is a social 
problem which has spread to 
the barracks,” Ulumi said. 

He said the army had set up 
200 commissions to crack down 
on the use of narcotics in the 
military. 


Sense of despair 

Ten years of war with no end 
in sight has led to a sense of 
hopelessness and split families 
in the conflict between the gov¬ 
ernment in Kabul and an 
alliance of Mujahedeen rebels 
based in Pakistan. 

Ahmad Shah said ho bad 
been wounded by mortar frag¬ 


ments but was liable to be 
recalled into action. 

He was slumped on a bench 
at the Teymur Shahi monument 
in the busy bazaar area of 
Kabul with a group of serving 
and demobilised soldier 
friends, all taking deep puffs 
from freshly-rolled hashish 
cigarettes. 

“Why waste money on ex¬ 
pensive booze, when 100 afgha¬ 
nis (40 U.S. cents) buys enough 
hashish to make four people 
stunned,” said officer Farid, 
who serves at the Pagman base 
north of Kabul. 

It was a public holiday and 
the comrades-in-arms were 
spending the day in Kabul. 

“There are 80 of us in my 
dormitory and only 20 are not 
addicted to hashish,” Aminul- 
lah said, breaking off for a 
coughing fit as he inhaled 
smoke. 

“It has ruined my chest but 
keeps by spirits up," said Ami- 
nullah, who is based at the 
Kalakan garrison outside 
Kabul. 

The soldiers say the army 
provides them with enough 
hashish for three joints a day, 
increasing the amount in har¬ 


sher times. 

“The army handout is not 
enough. I usually get through 
20 joints a day,” Farid said, 
producing some hashish from 
under his shirt. 

Despite government dis¬ 
couragement, there is no social 
stigma attacked to the con¬ 
sumption of hashish, which is 
even grown on small plots of 
land just outside Kabul. 

The street value of top quali¬ 
ty hashish is $80 per kilogram¬ 
me while heroin fetches $800 
for the same amount in Kabul. 


The Afghan Interior Ministry 
says poppy seeds have been 
sown in Mujahedeen-held re¬ 
gions, threatening a massive 
flow of narcotics to the West. 

According to a United Na¬ 
tions study Afghanistan was 
one of the world's major 
sources of illegal drugs before 
the war, producing up to 400 
tonnes of opium and 500 tonnes 
of cannabis annuall y, 

Afghan officials say areas 
under poppy cultivation have 
increased at least 10-fold since 
the war broke out in 1979, 
taking Afghanistan the biggest 
producer of drugs in the world. 
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president declared. “But Pakis¬ 
tan is urging a continuation of the 
war...” 

On Sunday Pakistan de¬ 
nounced a threat by Najibullah to 
rocket Afghan rebels on its terri¬ 
tory and said it would react 
strongly if attacked. Pakistan de¬ 
nies repeated Afghan charges 
that it has fought for the rebel 
side. 

Addressing the closing session 
of the combined Afghan senate 
and house of representatives 
Tuesday, Najibullah repeated 
proposals for a general ceasefire, 
an international conference to 
secure the demilitarisation and 
neutrality of Afghanistan, the 
creation of a broad-based interim 
government followed by national 
elections and the drawing up of a 
new constitution. 

Two days earlier Najibullah, a 
former head of the Afghan secret 
police, offered Mujahedeen com¬ 
manders local autonomy, the 
right to keep their weapons, and 
help with food and transport if 
they would end the war. 

The offer was rejected seve- 1 
ral Mujahedeen leaders both 
within and outside Afghanistan. 
They hold Najibullah *s ruling 
People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan (PDPA) largely re¬ 
sponsible for the deaths of a 
million people in the past decade 
of bloodshed in Afghanistan. 

Najibullah, who became presi¬ 
dent in September 1987, urged 
assembly members to fan out 
across the country and urge local 
rebel commanders to back peace, 
saying they had borne the brunt 
of the fi ghting . 

He said Sibghatullah Mojaddi- 
di, president of the rival Mujahe¬ 
deen interim government based 
in Pakistan, was too hasty in 
rejecting his proposals! and 
should reconsider 

The president dimissed sugges¬ 
tions by Mojaddidi that auton¬ 
omy for rebel commanders would 
fragment the country. 

“We think the concessions will 
unite the people,” he declared. “I 
will do everything in my power to 
bring peace to foe country.” 

He said Mujahedeen comman¬ 
ders in several parts of Afghanis¬ 
tan had already in practice 
accepted a ceasefire but said 
Pakistan was intervening to pro¬ 
long the war. 

Government forces have suc¬ 
cessfully held off attacks by Mu¬ 
jahedeen on the eastern cities of 
Jalalabad and Kbost following 
the Soviet troop withdrawal in 
February. 

Najibullah has said this shows 
the rebels cannot win militarily. 



Israeli soldiers check identity cards of Palestinians in the occupied Gaza Strqi 


American objections block 
U.N. criticism of Israel 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Be¬ 
cause of U.S. objections, the 
Security Council abandoned an 
effort Monday to issue a state¬ 
ment criticising Israeli actions in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and will now consider 
what alternative action to take. 

‘'The presidency has made very 
substantial efforts to marry texts 
together... but today we have had 
to admit failure,” council Presi¬ 
dent Crispin TickelJ of Britain 
told reporters after closed-door 
consultations among the 15 mem¬ 
bers. 

"The reason for the failure... is 
that the United States was not 
able to accept the text as we bad, 
although I think most other mem¬ 
bers of the council would have 


been able to do so,” be added. 

The council has spent more 
than two weeks trying to draft a 
text critical of Israeli policies and 
actions in dealing with the 18- 
month-old Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied territories in which 
nearly 500 Palestinians have been 
killed. 

Tickell said the next step could 
include an open council debate, 
or possibly even a closed debate, 
but that council members would 
first wish to consult their govern¬ 
ments. 

Council sources said no deci¬ 
sion on what to do next was likely 
until after the two-day Arab sum¬ 
mit meeting opening in Casablan¬ 
ca Tuesday. 

Without going into details. 


Tickell said: “The representative 
of the United States made it dear 
that, for reasons which he 
thought good, the current text did 
not contain thngs which he 
thought it should contain and did 
contain things which he could not 
accept. 


A proposed draft circulated 
last week by the United States 
would bave included an express¬ 
ion of concern about violations of 
human rights “from any quarter” 
and an appeal for an "atmos¬ 
phere of restraint and mutual 
respect." It would have omitted 
any reference to a proposed Mid¬ 
dle East peace conference under 
U.N. auspices favoured by other 
council members. 


Relief chief robbed in Sudan 


KHARTOUM (R) — Gunmen 
have held up a train carrying 
emergency food supplies to 
southern Sudan and robbed the 
head of the U.N. famine relief. 

Canadian Bryan Wannop, 
Sudan representative of the Un¬ 
ited Nations Development Prog¬ 
ramme (UNDP), and two French 
U.N. workers were among those 
whose personal'belongings were 
taken, the official news agency 
SUN A reported Tuesday. 

The unidentified raiders, 
numbering aboiut 100, held the 
U.N. officials briefly captive Sun¬ 
day but then let them and the 
train continue, SIWA said. No 
one was hurt in the robbery. 

Wannop is Sudan coordinator 
of a U.N. relief operation called 
"Lifeline” which supplies food by 
land and air to tens of thousands 
of Sudanese threatened by starva¬ 
tion. 

The raid was staged shortly be¬ 
fore the train, carrying 1,440 ton¬ 
nes of supplies, reached govern¬ 
ment-held MaJwaJ in the southern 
region of Bahr A1 Ghazal. Its 
250-kilometre trip south from A1 
Muglad had been delayed for 
weeks for fear of such an attack. 

The train was due to unload a 
third of its cargo at Malwal, a 
third at the rebel-held town of 
Mabior and the rest at govern¬ 
ment-held Aweii to the south. 

Militiamen of tbe A1 Messina 
tribe, who oppose the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA), urged officials last week 
not to drop off food at SPLA- 
held towns. 

An estimated 250,000 people 
died in the south last year of 
hunger or disease and the U.N. 
says 100,000 could perish this 
year unless help reaches them. 

The SPLA has been fighting 
for six years to end what it sees as 


domination of tbe south by the 
north. 


Chad bl§med for duties i J 


In another development, 
Sudan said Tuesday that 460 peo¬ 
ple were killed and 127 wounded 
in dashes between rival tribes this 
month. It blamed neigbooring 
Chad for fuelling the unrest. 

Scores of villages were burned 
down as black fur tribesmen 
fought tribes in the western re¬ 
gion of Darfur over water and 
grazing, a cabinet statement said. 
Seven policemen were among 
those killed. 

“Chad used the tension to 
serve its objectives and began to 
fuel the conflict both morally and 
physically,” the statement said 
without giving details. 

It said Interior Minister 
Mubarak A] Fade! A1 Mahdi, 
who visited Darfur this week, 
recommended that rival tribal 
chiefs bold a peace conference 
and relief supplies be sent to 
victims. 

Darfour, bordering Chad, 
Libya, and the Central African 
Republic, has been in turmoil for 
years because of tribal clashes 
and infiltration by armed groups 
involved in Chad's long-running 
civil war. 


Sudanese, and priests Father 
John, also Sudanese, Father Leo, 
an. Irishman, and Father Jean- 
Marie.^a->5acher r :a Frenchman,. 
were captured shortly after the. 
garrison town of Torit fell to the 
rebels Feb. 26. 

'Taban was bishop of Torit, 
1,240 kilometres south of Khar¬ 
toum and just north of the Sudan- 


Uganda frontier. 
Akol declined t 


Four Roman Catholic clergy¬ 
men, including a Frenchman and 
an Irishman, who were captured 
by southern Sudan rebels in 
February, will be freed soon, a 
rebel spokesman said Tuesday. 

“They will be freed in a matter 
of days, not weeks,” said Lam 
Akol, director of international 
relations for the SPLA. “They 
will resume their duties in south¬ 
ern Sudan.” 

Bishop Paride Taban, a 


Akol declined to say where the 
clergymen were being held or to 
give other names for Leo and 
John. Various Catholic orders in 
the Kenya’s capital, Nairobi, 
have repeatedly refused to dis¬ 
cuss the detention of the clergy¬ 
men saying they feared for their 
safety. 

The SPLA said shortly after 
the fail of Torit the clergymen 
were in protective custody from 
some rebels who had objected to 
the churchmen's alleged previous 
cooperation with tbe govern¬ 
ment. 

Akol, the chief SPLA repre¬ 
sentative in Operation Lifeline 
Sudan, was interviewed in 
Nairobi. 

In July 1983, 19 people were 
killed when Sudanese comman¬ 
dos freed two American relief 
workers and one each from Hoi- 
land. West' Germany and 
Canada. 

Their kidnappers styled them¬ 
selves the Liberation Front of 
Southern Sudan but apparently 
were an offshoot of the SPLA. 

Four months later, commandos 
also freed seven French and two 
Pakistan workers on a project to 
dig a canal designed to save mil¬ 
lions of cubic metres of Nile 
River water annually and deman¬ 
ded thousands of dollars’ ransom. 
Two British hostages of the U.S. 
petroleum company. Chevron, 
were freed in the same raid. 
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Synod elects new 


Chaldean patriarch 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Asrood of, 
16 bishops representing Chaldean 
Catholic churches around, the: 
world Monday elected Bishop^ ■ 
-Rafael Bidaweed of Lebanon, 
their hew patriarch. He wiQ be; : 
formally enthroned in a. cere-: • 
mony in Baghdad Friday, an offi-, 
dal church announcement said.t 

Following his enthronement,, ! 

Bidaweed, . 67, will be known'as 
Rafael the First, Bidaweed, Pat-! 
riarch of tbe Chaldean Church of- : .' 
Babylon and the East. He sue-, 
ceeds Patriarch Mar 'Paul-.H 
Cbeikbo who (fled April 13 aged 
83. : - 


£ 


Envoy pleads for- 
release of Briton 




BEIRUT (AP)—British Ambas¬ 
sador-Allan Ramsay made a tele¬ 
vised appeal Monday for the re¬ 
lease. of 75-year-old Briton Jack • 
Mann; a .World WarIL pflof "• 
believed kidnapped in west f 
Beirut 10 days ago. “My govern¬ 
ment does not make deals with 
hostage-holders,” Ramsay said,’ 
speaking in classical Arabic over 
the Lebanese Broadcasting Cor¬ 
poration network. Mann dis¬ 
appeared May 13 and a group 
calling itself the Cells of Armed 
Struggle later claimed it had kid¬ 
napped an unidentified Briton. 


Court bans series 
on Ozal family 


ANKARA (AP) — A court .' 
Monday banned the Istanbul dai- ;. 
ly Sabah from publishing the rest 
of a series about Premier Turgut 
Ozal’s family after the first two ~ 
articles accused his wife and aides ; 
of corruption. The Ankara.cri- I 
minal court said the articles de- ' 
famed Ozal and his wife Serara. It 
also ordered an end to commer¬ 
cials about the series on state 
television. Ozal plans to bring a 
' civil suit against foe daily for libel 
and demand damages, tbe serai-; ~ 
official Anatolia news agency re-; 
ported. The first two parts of the 
series, published Sunday and _ 
Monday, accused Ozal’s staff and 
his wife of corruption. ■ • 3 


Achilie Lauro case 
may be tried in U& 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The ^ 
U.S. supreme court has ruled that • 
a lawsuit stemming from the hi¬ 
jacking of the cruise ship Achilie 
Lauro in 1985 may be tried in a 
federal court in New York City. 
Voting 9-0, die justices rejected 
an appeal by the ship owners 
aimed at transferring the suit toa | 
court in Naples, Italy. A group of 
commandos seized control of the 
ship in October 1985 while it was 
cruising in the Mediterranean 
Sea. An American died in the • 
episode. A number of American 
passengers sued Lauro Lines in « 
federal court in New York City. 
The Italian ship-owning company 
said American courts lack author¬ 
ity over the suit because of a 
provision on the passenger tickets 
that said any such claims must be 
filed in an Italian court. 


Iranian ambassador 
returns to Turkey 


ANKARA (AP) — Iran’s ambai 
sador to Turkey, who angere 
Turkey by supporting Musiu 
fundamentalists, will be replacet 
officials said Monday. Anbassi 
dor Manoucfaehr Mottaki n 
turned to Ankara Monday, si 
weeks after he was recalled t 
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Princess Basma opens 
3 Madaba schools 


Jordanians contribute JD1.8m 

Donations to intffadah tax-free 


MADABA (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Tues¬ 
day opened three new schools 
and an education department in . 
Madaba district in the course of 
the Kingdom's celebrations of In¬ 
dependence Day. 

The educational department 
director made a speech at the 
opening ceremony outlining the 
Ministry of Education's projects 
in Madaba district over the past 
two years which, he said, cost JD 6 
million and included facilities for 
the rehabilitation of handicapped 
children. 

Later the Princess laid the 
foundation stone for a compul¬ 
sory school which will cost JD 
430,000 and opened a secondary 
school for girls in Ma’in south 


west of Madaba. Princess Basma 
also visited an exhibition that 
displayed traditional crafts, and 
met with representatives of the 
local village councils and men and 
women teachers. 

Princess Basma attended a 
sports festival at Madaba girls 
school and opened three exhibi¬ 
tions at local schools displaying 
documents and photographs ab¬ 
out Jordan’s development under 
His Majesty King Hussein. She 
received token gifts from the 
teachers of the Madaba girls 
school. 

Minister of Education Abdul¬ 
lah Nsour and other officials 
accompanied Princess Basma on 
the tour. 


Tunis meeting addresses 
Palestinian education in 
occupied territories 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Council 
of Ministers has decided to ex¬ 
empt donations made in support 
of the Palestinian intifada from 
income tax, according to Dr. 
Mamdoufa Abbadi, president of 
the Joidaian Medical Association 
and member of a national com¬ 
mittee charged with raising foods 
for die Palestinian uprising. 

Abbadi was quoted by A1 Dus- 
tour daily as saying that the com¬ 
mittee has so far collected JD 
1,778,221 in donations from va¬ 
rious organisations, citizens and 
companies in Jordan and that it 
bad spent JD 1,373,028 on fami¬ 
lies affected by Israeli atrocities 
in the occupied territories. 

A total of JD 1,000 is paid to 
each family that loses a martyr in 
the course of the intifada, and JD 
200 to the family of each injured 
person, Abbadi said. 

He said, the committee has 
paid JD 126.000 to support 
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Dr. Mamdouh AI Abbadi 

Palestinian hospitals, JD 34,000 
to voluntary societies and other 
sums for the purchase of medi¬ 
cine and medical equipment. 

The government's decision to 
exempt these donations from in¬ 
come tax is bound to encourage 
various organisations and citizens 


to make more contributions to 
their brothers under occupation 
who are struggling for freedom, 
Abbadi stressed. 

Hie government’s decision, he 
added will no doubt encourage 
the committee to double its 
efforts to raise more contribu¬ 
tions. 

Donating to the Palestinian up¬ 
rising and to bolster the steadfast¬ 
ness of the Palestinian people 
under Israeli rule is a national 
duty; and it is hoped that all 
citizens and various organisations 
will increase their donations, 
Abbadi said. . 

The committee which is . 
chaired by Mr. Abdul Majid Sbo- 1 
man was established in February , 
1988 to raise funds for the Palesti¬ 
nian cause. 

Its 12 members represent va¬ 
rious, economic and social orga¬ 
nisations and professional and 
trade unions in Jordan. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
taking part in the 21st meeting of 
the Palestinian Educational 
Affairs Council which opened in 
Tunis Tuesday along side dele¬ 
gates from Palestine, the Arab 
League's Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(ALECSO) and the Arab 
League. 

The three-day meeting is 
attended by Mr. Ahmad 
Mubayedin, the first secretary at 
the Jordanian embassy in Tunis 
who said that the agenda includes 
issues pertaining to the educa¬ 
tional process in the occupied 
territories including schools oper¬ 
ated by the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA). 
- The three-day meeting, he 
said, will review memoranda sub¬ 
mitted by Jordan on Israel's con¬ 
tinued disruption of the educa¬ 
tional process in the occupied 
Arab lands during the on-going 
intifada and the education 
situation at UNRWA schools in 
Jordan. 


Jordan is taking part in another 
meeting in Tunis discussing Arab 
women’s affairs. 

The meeting, sponsored by the 
Arab League, is attended by de¬ 
legations representing social 
affairs ministries and women fed¬ 
erations in all Arab countries. 

The four-day meeting will dis¬ 
cuss, among other topics, a pan- 
Arab strategy on women from 
now until the year 2000 as pre¬ 
pared by the Arab League, and a 
memorandum submitted by 
Palestine on the role of Palesti¬ 
nian women in the intifada. An 
Iraqi memorandum on the role of 
women in Iraq, the effects of the 
Gulf war on families, and the 
role of women in the battle for 
peace will also be discussed by 
the delegations. 

Also on the agenda is a set of 
issues pertaining to the world 
economic crisis and its adverse 
effects on Arab women, as well as 
women's role to nationalise con¬ 
sumption and contribute to the 
Arab World’s socio-economic de¬ 
velopment. 


Expert warns against 
import of contaminated food 


CAIRO (Petra) — The Arab 
World annually imports $30 toil- 


seminar called to discuss environ¬ 
mental and food contamination 


lion worth foodstuffs and there-. by nuclear radiation. 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


BILATERAL COOPERATION: Transport and Telecommunica¬ 
tions Minister Hikmat Khammash Tuesday met with the ambassa¬ 
dors of Spain, Switzerland and Austria to discuss scopes of 
cooperation between Jordan and their respective countries. In four 
separate meetings, the minister also discussed means of developing 
and enhancing bilateral cooperation. (Petra). 

CAPITALS' COOPERATION: Baghdad Mayor Kbalid Abdul 
' Muni’m Rashid Tuesday arrived in Amman on a three-day visit to 

■ Jordan for talks with Greater Amman Municipality Mayor Abdul 
• Raouf Al Rawabdeh and senior municipality officials on means of 

enhancing cooperation between the Jordanian and Iraqi capitals. 
Rashid will also attend the inauguration of Al Qadisieh garden in 

■ Amman and will take part in planting of palm saplings donated by 

■ Baghdad municipality as contribution to Amm an municipality’s 
efforts to beautify the Amman city. (Petra). 

INDEPENDENCE DAY: As part of the University of Jordan’s 
celebrations of Independence Day Thursday, the university Wednes¬ 
day organises a symposium on the concept of independence and its 
meaning in addition to performing a play entitled “Slavery” and a 
number of sports activities. (Petra). 

SOVIET FRIENDS: A Soviet friendship delegation headed by 
Nicolai Tsacha, Soviet minister of navigation and deputy chairman of 
the Soviet-Jordanian Friendship Society arrived in Amman Tuesday 
on a several-day visit to Jordan for talks with senior officials on 
bilateral cooperation between the Jordanian-Soviet Friendship Socie¬ 
ty and the Federation of Soviet Friendship Societies. During its stay 
in Jordan the delegation is expected to sign a protocol of cooperation 
and visit the archaeological and cultural sites in Jordan. (Petra). 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

tune and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ The May art exhibition at Al Wasiti Art Gallery, Plaza Hotel. 

* An art exhibition by Aziz Ammoura at the GaDery Hall, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. 

* A photography exhibition by British photographer and writer 
Jane Taylor in which 41 aerial photographs of various places in 
Jordan are on display at AHa GaDery. 

* A photography exhibition by Adib Atwan at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ An art exhibition by Diana Shamoanki at the Petra 
Gallery. 

☆ An exhibition entitled “Spotlight Germany” displaying works 
by eleven German photographers at the Goethe Institute. 

☆ An archaeological exhibition entitled “The Treasures of Hasma 
Desert” at the Department oF Antiquities Registration Centre, 

* An art exhibition by three North African artists at Abdul 
Hamid Sboman Fo undatio n. 

☆ The annual exhibition of the Nazareth School students at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

6 1 An art exhibition by Ahmad Abn Othman at the Housing Bank 
Gafleiy. * 

☆ An exhibition of paintings, educational facilities, computers, 
scientific laboratories and handicrafts at the Yarmouk Uni¬ 
versity Model School. 

* A photography exhibition entitled “Amman Under King 
Hussein’s Reign” at the North Roman Catholic School, Zarqa. 

fc A Chinese art exhibition displaying painting* of natural scenes, 
straw and cotton plates, ceramics and brass work at the Roval 

» Cultural Centre. J 

lecture 

* * a lecture entitled “Development and Thirst for Cuftnre” by 
Dr. Shaker Mustafa at Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation «~ 
6:30 pan. 

FILMS 

* *A Chariy Chaplin film week at Haya Cultural Cen tre (for 
more information call the centre or the British Qxmcfl). 

☆ A selection of films depicting various places and aspects of life in 
the Federal Republic of Germany and EuropeatS* Goethe 
Institute. 


fore it is to a large extent exposed 
to handling large amounts of food 
that could be contaminated with 
radiation, a Jordanian expert told 
a regional meeting here Tuesday. 

Ibrahim Badran, who is also 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources' secretary general said 
tbal the Chernobyl nuclear inci¬ 
dent and other radiation leaks 
had proved that foodstuffs of all 
kind and water can be contamin¬ 
ated and dangerously affected by 
nuclear radiation. 

Such food stuffs could find its 
way to the Arab World through 
illegitimate methods or when* 
they are supported by false docu¬ 
ments testifying to their fitness 
for human consumption, Badran 
warned in his address to the 


Badran said that Arab coun¬ 
tries taking part in tbe seminar 
have submitted working papers 
dealing with national experiences 
in handling contaminated food¬ 
stuffs and dealing with con¬ 
tamination problems. 

The Arab World, he pointed 
out, has a-60 per cent deficit of 
food supplies, forcing it to import 
large quantities of food from 
around tbe world, thus exposing 
the Arab people to eating all sorts 
of foodstuffs some of which could 
be contaminated by radiation, 
Badran added. 

He said that the seminar aims 
to encourage Arab states to unify 
specifications employed in 
measuring the amount of radia¬ 
tion and ways to monitor radia¬ 


tion in the atmosphere. 

He urged Arab states to take 
proper measures to fend off the 
danger of radiation and protect 
water and food sources. 

Summer 

courses 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan Tuesday began 
registering students for summer 
courses. Registration also covets 
students who study at other uni¬ 
versities but wish to take addi¬ 
tional courses here, according to 
the dean of the students depart¬ 
ment. 

He said that the registration 
process will end by June 24 and 
that parents can do the registra¬ 
tion process for their children. 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday talks to Sama Sirhan children during the Queen’s visit to the 
town (Photo by George). 

Queen Noor visits Sama Sirhan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor tbe centre in serving the local community. 
Tuesday distributed certificates to women gradu- The celebration was attended by Minister of 
ales of sewing, weaving and typing courses from Health Subair Malhas, the ministry’s under 
the local community development centre in Sama secretary, the Mafraq governor and the director of 
Sirhan, and the Arab Woman Society, during the tbe goveroorate's social development. 

Queen’s visit to tbe area. Queen Noor opened an exhibition of national 

Tbe dir ector of social development in Mafraq heritage and handicrafts held by the centre. The 
Governoraie, tbe director of the centre and one exhibition indudes the works of the HO gradu- 
graduate reviewed in separate speeches tbe pro- ates. Later, the Qneen visited the town's health 
jects carried out in the governorate and tbe role of centre and tbe mother and child care centre. 


ACC industry chiefs approve 
joint chamber, data bank 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Indus¬ 
trialists from Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) members said 
Tuesday they hoped that, unlike 
past unions, tbe new grouping of 
Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and North 
Yemen would achieve real econo¬ 
mic integration. 

“We have already had such 
proposals in tbe past, but there 
were too many decisions, too 
much paper,” said Dr. Abdul 
Karim Amir, economic counsel- 
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A jazzy choir — Swedish style 


lor to the Yemeni chamber of 
industry, Reuters reported. 

He was speaking after- a two- 
day conference at which business 
leaders from the four states 
agreed to set up a joint chamber 
of commerce and a data bank to 
encourage industrial integration. 

The bloc, formed in February, 
groups 80 million people with'a 
gross national product of $100 
billion, exports of about SIS bil¬ 
lion a year and imports of about 
$30 billion. Jordanian officials 
say. It aims to achieve economic 
integration and eventually form a 
common market. 

“In the Middle East economics 
used to be subservient to politics 
— now it’s the other way round,” 
Egyptian chamber of industry 
chief Dr. Adil Jizarin told Reu¬ 
ters. 

The two-day meeting by cham¬ 
bers of industry in the four mem¬ 
ber AGC countries ended-here' 
Monday evening with a set of 
recommendations urging govern¬ 
ments to open the way for mea¬ 
sures deemed necessary for 
achieving economic and indust¬ 
rial integration. 

A statement issued at the end 
of the meeting called for an ex¬ 
change of expertise among in¬ 
dustrial organisations in the four 
countries, coordination among 
chambers of industry at various 


regional and international con¬ 
ferences. joint industrial exhibi¬ 
tions and joint research projects 
in industry. 

The delegates recommended 
the establishment of investment 
companies to finance joint indust¬ 
rial projects in the Arab World 
and abroad. 

They recommended the crea¬ 
tion of a higher council for ACC 
chambers of industry which will 
be entrusted with industrial poli¬ 
cies. 

They pledged ACC’s coopera¬ 
tion with other Arab and interna¬ 
tional organisations and urged 
Arab states to help facilitate the 
flow of industrial products pro¬ 
duced in Arab countries and the 
transfer of capital to finance in¬ 
dustrial investments. 

The participants also called for 
unifying and modernising speci¬ 
fications and measurements, in 
the ACC countries. 

The delegations which took 
part in the meetings left for home 
Tuesday and in statements by 
their leaders before departure 
they voiced appreciation to Jor¬ 
dan for its efforts to promote 
cooperation within the ACC 
countries. They also expressed 
appreciation to His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the Re¬ 
gent's efforts in this regard. * 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In an effort to 
strengthen cultural relations be¬ 
tween Sweden and Jordan, the 
Swedish-Jordanian Friendship 
Society, based in Stockholm, has 
sponsored Sweden’s participation 
in this year’s Jerasb festival. The 
Link oping University male voice 
choir, Uhkoren, is the youngest 
male voice choir in Sweden and 
inaugurates Scandinavian parti¬ 
cipation at the annual Jerash fes¬ 
tival. 

During an informal meeting 
with the press Tuesday, Sweden's 
Ambassador to Jordan Lars 
Lonnback spoke of Sweden's 
tradition in choir music. 

The Scandinavian male voice 
music tradition is an essential part 
of the musical activities not only 
in Lihkoren but in all of Sweden, 
Scandinavia and Northern 
Europe. 

“It is basically a northern phe¬ 
nomenon. Approximately one 
out of eight Swedes are members 
of a choir. It is almost like a 
national hobby. It is a popular 
pastime that takes you through 
the long dark winters,” he said at 


an informal gathering with repor¬ 
ters. 

“When the spring and summer 
begin, their arrival is often 
greeted by concerts and other 
musical performances where 
choirs actively participate,'' he 
added. 

■ The performances by Uhkoren 
have an important role in the 
traditional festivities at tbe uni¬ 
versity where the group was 
founded in 1972. Initially, the 
chorists were mainly recruited 
from students and teachers at 
Linkoping University's Institute 
of Technology. At present, the 
choir includes approximately 70 
chorists representing all the uni¬ 
versity faculties. 

The choir, as a musical “move¬ 
ment,” began during the earlier 
part of the 19th century among 
students in all Nordic countries. 
The typical lyrical and Romantic 
music that resulted is still the base 
for most academic choirs in 
Sweden. j 

Lonnback points out that non 
of the 65-member choir are pro¬ 
fessional “chorists,” but that de¬ 
spite their amateur label they are 
very qualified. 

“Nobody is a professional. 


Nevertheless, they (the chorists) 
act as if they are professional. 
They practice and travel abroad 
as if it were their duty, when 
really it is not. They are not paid 
anything. This is their hobby and 
they work hard to give the best 
performance they can. They are 
very dedicated,” be said. 

The Lihkoren group has per¬ 
formed in North America and 
most of Northern Europe. Lonn¬ 
back believes that Lihkoren’s 
performance at Jerash maybe 
“tbe first of it’s kind in tbe Arab 
World.” 

The Uhkoren performance will 
include a wide variety of musical 
styles. Part of their performance 
will deal with traditional male 
voice music from all Nordic coun¬ 


tries. The choir's musical director 
Hans Lundgren, has introduced 
considerable musical develop¬ 
ment and experimentation which 
has made the choirs performance 
much livelier than the more con¬ 
ventional choir music many music 
fans are accustomed to. 

He has introduced pieces by 
several Swedish. European and 
American composers including 
Schubert, Grieg, Kjerulf, Ger¬ 
shwin and Paul Simon. 

This cultural exchange comes a 
few months before a state visit by 
Sweden's king and queen sche¬ 
duled for September. 

“(It) is a very nice introduction 
of Swedish culture to the Jorda¬ 
nian people. I hope the audience 
will enjoy their performance,” 
the ambassador said. 


RSCN opens workshop 


AMMAN (Petra) — A five-day 
workshop on the management of 
wildlife reserves opened in Am¬ 
man Tuesday. 

Anis Muasher chairman of the 
executive board of the Royal 
Society for the Conservation’of 
Nature (RSCN) told the meeting 
that the workshop aims at impro¬ 
ving the skill and performance of 
those involved in managing re¬ 
serves and orienting them on 
most up to date techniques in 
their work. 


Muasher outlined the society’s, 
achievements and its endeavours; 
to preserve the life of animals- 
threatened with exinction and alt' 
types of plants. 

The workshop has been orga-; 
nised in cooperation with the 
United Slates Agency for inter¬ 
national Development (USAID) 
whose representative Abdullah 
Ahmad praised the existing coop¬ 
eration between the society and 
USAID in the course of preserv¬ 
ing wildlife. 


JZOMBflO 

The Italian Restaurant 

Regrets for not being able to receive its clients on Wednesday 
evening because the restaurant is reserved for a private party. 
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Discotheque 

The 

Atmosphere Creators 
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JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO. 
LTD. 

INVITATION TO TENDER 
NO- 21F/89 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 21F/89 
for he supply of (chemicals, glassware and lab. 
equipments). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman supply department until 2.00 p.m. 
local time Saturday 17.6.1989, application for docu¬ 
ments should be accompanied by a nonrefundable 
fee of JD. (5) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submission tender is 
12.00. hours local time Satuday 24.6.1989, 

WASEF AZAR 
Managing Director, 
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Smoked CWoken: 

JD IftSb 


Smoked FUet: 

JD 2.950 


Caesar* Smoked Chicken Salad: 

40 24300 


AH Drink* tor: 

J0 1.250 


Beer for : 

JD 1.000 

; 

| @ Every Night Except Friday 
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AN UNDEFINABLE euphoria spreads all over the Arab skies 
everytime the Arab heads of state gather for a summit, extraordin¬ 
ary or otherwise. There is no difference today. The Arab masses at 
large are looking expectantly to Casablanca with high hopes that 
the gathering there will come up with practical moves towards 
addressing some of the crucial issues that face the Arabs. It is 
indeed a hope against hope that one summit of Arab leaders, with 
different viewpoints and positions on various issues, would be able 
to come up with solutions to problems that have plagued the Arab 
World and summits for decades; but the marked differences this 
time are very dear and simple and matte the gathering a 
make-it-or-break-it affair so vital to the future of the Arabs: 

If the summit fails to move towards realising the mechanism in 
the horizon to settle the Arab-Israeli conflict — that hi, a two-state 
solution of the Palestinian problem — and con tin lies bickering over • 
accepting realities, then doomed indeed is the prospect of restoring 
just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East, simply because 
such failure will only strengthen Israel's hands. This will in torn 
farther complicate and undo whatever has been achieved with the 
switch to moderation by the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
fPLO.I and deliver a new weapon to hardliners in the Arab World. 

If the summit fails to draw from past experiences in Lebanon 
and opts for peripheral remedies and not a permanent cure to the 
country's civil strife through fundamental reforms and through 
eliminating all foreign military presence without undermining 
Arab interests there, gone are aO hopes to pat an end to the 
15-year-old bloodbath among Arab brothers. Granted that the 
hostility and animosity built over the years could not be rooted out 
overnight, there is no mistaking the silent appeal of Lebanese 
-leaders, whether from the right or left, for a formula that will save 
all faces and ease into place a system devoid of injustice and 
political domination. 

If the summit fails to be guided by the fundamental principle 
that the Arab League was established for the purpose of bringing 
together aO Arab states and unifying Arab positions on external 
challenges and not for isolating one or more, then there is very 
little sense in the very concept behind the existence of the league 
itself. 

If the summit repeals past mistakes and allows inter-Arab 
differences to assume the centre-stage and throw a spanner in the 
works, the question that looms is: Why the shared common Arab 
identity of the 22 member states of the Arab League if such identity 
only helps to exacerbate crises and undermine prospects for a 
better future for the Arab people at large? 

If the summit fails to rise above the individual interests of Arab 
states and to serve the higher interests of the Arabs as a community 
in the international scene It will serve to consolidate the oft-heard 
argument that the Arabs “can never get their act together'* and 
thus bdp advance the divide-and-rule strategy of foreign powers 
with vested interests. 

Above all, if tbe summit fails to pave the foundations for 
concrete action towards implementing its (hopefully) creative 
resoiutKMK, then it should be warned that avenues are open for 
individual Arab states to pursue their own interests and adopt 
action accordingly. 

In short, if the Arab leaders fail in Casablanca to grasp the 
opportunity for a historic turn in collective Arab action, they will 
only be fa il in g their own people and their hopes for a better life in 
security and stability. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra'i daily on Tuesday discussed the Casablanca summit in its 
editorial noting that the Arab leaders are concentrating their 
attention on two important issues: Lebanon and the situation in 
the occupied Arab territories. Tbe paper said that Jordan which 
hosted a summit that ended with total consensus and agreement 
among Arab leaders is bound to play a leadig role in further 
consolidating Arab ranks at the Casablanca meeting and help 
consensus on these two important qustiems. Lebanon and 
Palestine are two pressing issues which must be dealt with 
seriously and with great urgency, and the Arabs are more liable to 
take unified action now having restored Egypt's membership to 
the Arab summit and grouped themselves into economic group¬ 
ings designed to attain Arab unity, the paper noted. The Arab 
leaders meeting in Morocco now, the paper said, should realise 
the importance of the time element with regard to the two issues 
and exploit every minute to help bring an end to the ordeal of the 
Lebanese and Palestinian people. 


A columnist in AJ Ra'i daily supports the grievances of some 
10,000 peoeple living in four villages near Wadi Seer west of 
Amman. Safafa Abdul Samad says that the villages of Bassa, Iraq 
A1 Amir, Almanieh and Deir have no telephone services at all 
and they are dreaming of the day when the Telecommunications 
Corporation will turn its attention to them. The writer reports the 
residents as saying they were promised a telephone exchange for 
the four villages by 1992 and asks about tbe reason for the delay. 
Do ail these people have to wait three more years in order to be 
able to make a telephone call from their place of living? the writer 
asks. He says that telephones are part of the country’s infrastruc¬ 
ture and form an essential service to the public and wonders what 
made the Telecommunications Corporation wait all these years to 
give the promise specially since Iraq A1 Amir hosts one of the 
archaeological treasures in the Amman region. Abdul Samad calls 
on the corporation to take speedy action to provide this essential 
service to the four villages in the Amm an area. 


Al Dustonr daily dwelt on die Casablanca summit meeting 
opening Tuesday and said that it is being held with the same spirit 
that had marked die 1987 Amman extraordinary summit that 
ended with agreement and consensus among Arabs. Hie paper 
said the summit will no doubt boost inter-Arab cooperation and 
give further momentum to joint action and give the Arab Nation 
more credibility in tbe eyes of tbe world. Therefore, the paper 
says, the Arab masses are hopeful that this summit will come up 
with a new formula for collective action vis-a-vis Lebanon and 
Palestine. The Arab leaders, regardless of their peripheral 
differences ought to reach a common denominator and forge 
ahead with practical steps to brig about a settlement in Lebanon 
and end the ordeal of the Palestinian people, the paper said. Any 
positive agreement at the summit, the paper said, will contribute 
favourably towards tbe strengthening of the Arab Nation. 


Uprising pushes 
China to historic 
turning point 


By Steve Holland 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON—China's mas¬ 
sive popular uprising has pushed 
the 40-year-old Communist gov¬ 
ernment to an historic turning 
point and will ultimately force 
political reform, U.S. analysts 
have said. 

“What is clear already is we are 
witnessing one of the most impor¬ 
tant historical events since World 
War II, that China will never be 
the same,” said Winston Lord, 
who was U.S. ambassador to 
China from 1985 until last month. 

Students and workers pouring 
into Beijing’s Tiananmen Square 
were reacting to decades 01 rep¬ 
ression by tbe Communist Party 
as well as new complaints over 
inflation, corruption, nepotism 
and a bloated bureaucracy, China 
expert Orville Schell wrote in an 
article for the Washington Post. 

He said in a subsequent televi¬ 
sion interview tbe fact that other 
sectors of society had joined the 
students in tbe demonstrations 
“makes it a kind of tidal wave of 
protest which simply can’t be 
denied and ultimately will plough 
right through this government.” 

President George Bush, in his 
first remarks on the matter, told a 
Boston news conference Sunday 
that Chinese authorities should 
use restraint in dealing with the 
crisis and should use the oppor¬ 
tunity to institute democratic re¬ 
forms. 

Bush, apparently trying to 
avoid angering the Chinese gov¬ 
ernment, avoided praising the 
movement and would not suggest 
a course of action for the students 
except to say they should remain 
peaceful and “stand up for what 
you believe in." 

China experts in the United 
States watched the events unfold¬ 
ing in Beijing with something dose 
to shock. Newspaper headlines 
blared tbe latest developments 
and analysts debated China's fu¬ 
ture on television and radio. 

Some analysts said it seemed 
inevitable tbat Prime Minister Li 
Peng would lose power and that 
paramount leader Deng Xiaoping 
might eventually be forced to go 
as well, even if they ordered the 
array to use violence to break up 
the protests. 

“I think in the longer ran their 
political careers do not look 
bright,” said Kenneth Lieberthal 
of the University of Michigan. 

The experts said Communist 
Party chief Zhao Ziyang, who has 
taken a moderate stance towards 
the demonstrators and is reported 
to have been stripped of his pow¬ 
er, appeared to be waiting in the 


wings and was likely to make a 
political comeback. 

Lord said that to defuse tbe 
situation tbe Chinese leadership 
should agree to a “meaningful 
dialogue” with elected student 
representatives and allow the stu¬ 
dents to form independent asso¬ 
ciations in which they could ex¬ 
press dissent. 

“I think the Chinese people are 
coming together. I think the fu¬ 
ture is set in terms of a more open 
society. It will take time and 
there may be some tragic mo¬ 
ments Grom here to there,” he 
said in a television interview. 

Two Democratic members of 
Congress criticised the Bush 
administration for not giving 
clear expressions of support.to 
the student movement regardless 
of the effect such a statement 
might have on Sino-American re¬ 
lations. 

Christopher Dodd of tbe Sen¬ 
ate Foreign Relations Committee 
said the U.S. leadership should 
make clear to the protesters that 
“we really care about democracy, 
that we believe in it and that what 
yon are doing is something we 
profoundly agree with.” 

Stephen Solaiz, chairman of a 
House of Representatives^ sub- ; 
committee on Asian affairs, said 
Bush should have a high-profile 
meeting with representatives 
among Chinese students studying 
in the United States. 

“We have to recognise that 
what is now going on in China 
may well be the most moving and 
significant demonstrations for 
democracy in tbe history of our 
times,” he said. 

Secretary ofState James Baker 
said on Saturday the United 
States supported freedom of 
speech and assembly but officials 
did not want to be seen as in¬ 
citing: the students to riot. 

Former Secretary of State Hen¬ 
ry Kissinger, former Assistant 
Secretary of State Gaston Sigur 
and China expert A. Doak Bar¬ 
nett of the Johns Hopkins School 
of Advanced International Stu¬ 
dies, said they concurred with this 
approach. 

A State Department official 
quoted by tbe New York Times 
described the protest as the most 
serious for the Chinese govern¬ 
ment since its inception in 1949, 
and was the result of “a mass 
demand not for revolutionary 
changes, but for a more respon¬ 
sive government.” 

Kissinger said on television it 
was ironic that Deng, once put 
into solitary confinement as a 
reformer, was being condemned 
as an obstacle to reform. 


Support from Hong Kong 


By Chris Peterson 

Reuter 

HONG KONG — It took a mil¬ 
lion demonstrators to lay to rest 
the myth that most of Hong 
Kong's Chinese people are apoli¬ 
tical. 

Sunday's massive outpouring 
of support for Peking’s students 
protester was caused as much by 
a sense of pride in being Chinese 
as by a desire to support demo¬ 
cracy, analysts said Monday. 

One million people jammed 
the streets along Hong Kong’s 
eastern harbour waterfront in an 
unprecedented display. 

Legislator Martin Lee, one of 
the organisers, said Monday: “I 
am thrilled. People say democra¬ 
cy is not suitable for the Chinese, 
either in Hong Kong or China. I 
hope this myth has been exploded 
forever.” 

Hong Kong is due to revert to 
Chinese sovereignty in 1997, 
when it becomes a special admi¬ 
nistrative region of China under 
the “one country, two systems” 
principle hammered out in a 1984 
agreement between Peking and 
London. 

But analyst Bob Broadfoot of 
the Political and Economic Risk 
Consultancy told Reuters: 

“Nineteen ninety seven is fin¬ 
ished for all practical purposes. 
The people of Hong Kong have 
demonstrated that they are be¬ 
hind the students, that they want 
to be part of the events of China. 

“I don’t think it’s a question of 
politics, it’s a question of identify¬ 
ing with China. It hit at the Hong 
Kong person's heartstrings there 
are Chinese kids starving for 
democracy in China." 

Said political analyst Harvey 
Stoekwin: “They were primarily 
marching for China. It is Chinese 
nationalism with a small ‘N’ that 
is the emotion urging them to 
march.” 

Commentators agreed that it 
was the biggest public demonstra¬ 
tion that Hong Kong had seen in 
its 148 years as a British colony. 

Hong Kong’s governor, Sir 
David Wilson, made so comment 
after Sunday's events or on the 
unrest in China. Government 
officials said Hong Kong viewed 
events in Peking as an internal 
China affair. 

Broadfoot said the demonstra¬ 
tion was a dramatic public man¬ 
ifestation of a deep change that 


had come over the 'British colony 
in tbe years since London and 
Peking laid down tbe blueprint 
for Hong Kong’s future in the 
1984 joint declaration. 

“The British administration 
here is no longer part of tbe 
equation. If there was ever an 
example of a lame duck, this is 
it," be added. 

Hie Hong Kong government, 
which rules under what has been 
described as a benign dictatorship 
because of tbe lack of directly 
elected legislators and the sweep¬ 
ing powers of the governor, oper¬ 
ates a policy of what officials caO 
“positive non-intervention." 

Hong Kong film director and 
veteran political activist John 
Shum Kin-Fan told Sunday's 
rally: 



West Germany approaches NATO 
summit feeling misunderstood 


By Tom Heneghan 

Reuter 

BONN — West Germany, whose 
newly-assertive foreign policy has 
opened a serious rift within 
NATO, approaches the alliance's 
40th anniversary s ummi t next 
weekend feeling deeply mis¬ 
understood. 

As NATO’s front-line state 
and the divided loser of the 
World War n, West Germany 
has always staunchly supported 
tbe alliance's strategy for defence 
against the Soviet bloc. 

Bat a large majority of West 
Germans no longer believe in a 
Soviet threat, opinion surveys 
show. 

They see tbe cold war ending 
and want dialogue and disarma¬ 
ment to help break down the iron 
curtain separating them from fel¬ 
low Germans and former neigh¬ 
bours in Eastern Europe. 

For the past few weeks, 
though, Bonn's centre-right coali¬ 
tion has seen its persistent call for 
East-West talks on reducing short- 
range nuclear forces (SNF) repe¬ 
atedly slammed by the United 
Stales and Britain as a grave 
mistake. 

Tbe proposal, which most West 
Germans see as a reasonable re¬ 
sponse to Moscow’s latest peace 
offers, ran into foreign criticism 
which many here thought was 
exaggerated and unrealistic. 

Tbe differences emerging in 
tbe debate were so strong that 
even a last-minute compromise 
before the May 29-30 NATO 
summit might not fully close the 
rift. Western diplomats say. 

Perhaps tbe most difficult thing 
for Bonn to accept was that 
Washington and London wanted 
NATO first to install a new gen¬ 
eration of SNF weapons in West 
Germany in tbe 1990s. 

The macabre slogan “the shor¬ 
ter the range, the deader the 
Germans” echoed in discussions 
here as attention focussed on the 
weapons tbat would destroy East 
and West Germany if fired. 

Bonn’s unusual determination 
to fight for its plan triggered off a 
wave of commentaries abroad 
that conjured np a reunited Ger¬ 


many that few here think is 
possible. 

These warnings, mostly in the 
U.S. and British press, portrayed 
the country as a starry-eyed vic¬ 
tim of “goibymania ” ready to 
break out of NATO for a neutral 
and reunited Germany it- might 
win from Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Struggling against these suspi¬ 
cions, Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and Foreign Minister Hans-Diet- 
ricb Gemcher have been swear¬ 
ing their allegiance to NATO 
almost daily. 

According to a defence minis¬ 
try survey, three-quarters of 
those polled agreed that ‘‘the 
Communist threat is not so great 
any more” and “the Soviet Un¬ 
ion is serious about detente.” 

The descendants of what was 
once Europe’s most militaristic 
nation are also strong believers in 
preserving the continent’s post¬ 
war peace, the survey made last" 
year showed. 

Only 15 per cent of those sur¬ 
veyed would actively resist a fore¬ 
ign invasion, while about one 
third would only put up a weak 
defence and almost half would 
not fight back at all. 

At the same time, the defence 
ministiy survey says, 85 per cent 
of those polled wanted West Ger¬ 
many to stay in NATO, 85 per 
cent believed the West German 
army helped ensure peace and 75 
per cent thought U.S. troops 
were necessary for peace here. 

“There is a discrepancy be¬ 
tween the lone-lasting and firm 
commitment of the German pub¬ 
lic to the fundamental issues of 
defence and tbe more recent con¬ 
cerns and hopes of the Germans 
with regard to changes m East- 
West relations," said Angelika 
Voile of the German Society for 
Foreign Policy. 

Commentaries in the West 
German media took on a more 
and more exasperated tone as it 
became clear “Hie Anglo-Sax¬ 
ons" did not share the far- 
reaching conclusions Bonn has 
drawn from the changes Gor¬ 
bachev has brought about. 

Foreign commentaries about 
reunification of East and West 


Germany have also pointed up 
how differently Germans and 
outsiders view this nation's fu¬ 
ture. 

While foreigners ta|k of reuni¬ 
fication in terms of a neutral 
Germany or greater Germany 
that might menace the rest of 
Europe, most West Germans 
consider that unrealistic. 


One option Gensdter oftei 
alludes to in speeches sees Wes 
Germany helping East German! 
by working to spread “Enropeai: 
values” of freedom and humaz 
rights across all of Europe. 

“When it comes up, the Ger¬ 
man question wiQ not be one pi 
reunification, but one of self- 
determination for the people ol 
East Germany.” 


Missed the point 


■To the Editor: 


I HAVE come across the article 
of Mr. John West published on 
May 21, in regards to the 
Harlem Globetrotters’ show on 
Thursday May 18. To say the 
least, this article is not only nega¬ 
tive but strangely malicious. I 
would like to remind Mr. West of 
a few things in this regard. 

First, he obviously has missed 
the point of what the Harlem 
Globetrotters are all about, and 
what their visit to Jordan really 
means. He has willingly gone 
against the grain of tbe majority 
of the people that attended and 
enjoyed the show. Yes, tbe little 
kids that were there, that will 
grow up hoping to play basketball 
(or any other sport at that) and 
do well in it. Hiis show was not 
for the likes of Hilal Barakat, nor 
for the sheer enjoyment of Hilal 
Barakat alone. It was for the little 
kids that followed the Trotters 
with their eyes and ears, and ran 
after them just to shake their 
hands. Let the children play, 
someone said. Keep out the John 
Wests and the Hilal Barakats 
from spoiling tbe fun, I say. 

I wonder why Mr. West came 
down so strong on the Trotters’ 
“game” in bis coverage. Just to 
stand out, and be counted? De- 
nial is cynical, and to some un¬ 
recognised journalists that is the 
only way to be known, to be 
counted. I wish someone in the 
< fair Jordan Times would translate 
to Mr. West the commentaries of 


.the major Arabic dailies that 
came out on Saturday May 20. 
Vis-a-vis Mr. West’s “dull and 
baring” conclusion, Al Ra’i com¬ 
mented on the game with an 
appropriate headline, something 
like: ‘The show was so Harytino 
that one cannot, describe it on 
paper but has to see It to believe 
it...” Both Al Dustonr-and Al 
Shaab captured the fun of the 
evening in their commentaries as 
well. 

The Globetrotters’ game was 
an example of what the private 
sector is capable of bringing to 
Jordan. Aramex took the first step 
in tbe direction of entertaining 
the general public. 

As one of foe spectators said 
“Hus is the best thing that has bit 
Jordan in the past six months.” 

Wasn't it enough seeing the 
laughter on tbe - children’s faces 
not to mention all the physically 
handicapped kids. 

Fadi Gbandour 

Aramex International Courier 

Jo hn West replies: While al1 feed¬ 
back from readers, positive or 
negative, is naturally welcome. 1 
do not see tbe need for unjust and 
inaccurate personal attacks. I 
have not, and would not wish to 
criticise Aramex or Mr. Ghan- 
dour personally for sponsoring 
the Harlem Globetrotters. I 
would only hope that, while bring 
as rigorous in bis criticism of my 
article as possible . he would 
afford me the same courtesy. 
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Korean Bar-B-Q 
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& 6:30 p.m. - midnight" 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilafr Hospital 
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a policy of exclusion, injustices beyond remedy 


- Apartheid State By Uri Davis 

f'v-T'*evfewed By Mustafa Hamameh 


Uri Davis is a 
i'fidcroniair'Jew -whci was bom 
^jp^alcstineixL 1943.. He. now 
■ hofcb-both Israeli and British 
^citizenship; His early political 

- beliefs^ were self-described as 
.: ttioseoln “moderate” Zionist. 
-■ iri the eaily 1960s, partly mflo- 
f-i&ce&'py.-ihc American civil 

rights .movement and die writ-' 
Ghahdi and Rabbi 
;.v=Elsier ■ Berger among others, 

’~ r fife view* began to.change. His 

- first rhajqr jpoDtical act was tp 

- v mbyemto the Arab village of 

-Deir/aVAsadjaad help mobilise 
action agiihstZionist land con- 

- vacations. It was this issue , the 
.-ccurffecatfoii of Arab land, that 

Jed to Davis’s collision with the 

- irpp&ti jpsfein. 1 

: > i I^y H i S mqai sitive- mind, decent 
. Jmm a n , "instincts and activism 
-ttgjjdtelf - of the Arabs who 
remained-in their homeland in 
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1948, enabled Uri Davis to see 
through Zionist mystification 
and to finally make' the break 
with his past and become a 
leading figure and a committed 
scholar in the struggle against 
Zionism. 

Israel: An Apartheid State is 
as informative as all of Davis's 
works and is rruiy vintage 
Davis.' In this short mono¬ 
graph, Davis recasts the entire 
Arab/Zionisi case and pats it in 
its proper historic perspective. 
Instead of the discussion of 
boundaries, national security 
considerations and Zionist 
apologies which we have been 
subjected to during the last few 
decades, we now are presented 
with a penetrating legal and 
political analysis of the subtle 
and sophisticated Zionist dis¬ 
criminatory practices against 
non-lews. 


The object of this mono¬ 
graph “is to contribute to the 
development in the West of an 
anti-Zionist moral understand¬ 
ing, political framework and 
climate of opinion as the best 
practical option to secure the 
welfare of both the Arab and 
Jewish peoples of Palestine as 
equal future Palestinian Arab 
and Palestinian Jewish citizens 
of Palestine.'* 

The work is divided into an 
introduction and three chap¬ 
ters. In the first chapter. Davis 
discusses the state, citizenship 
and land. The second chapter 
is dedicated to a discussion of 
political repression in Israel, 
and in the last chapter Davis 
discusses what he calls the 
alternative — the Palestine Li¬ 
beration Organisation. 

Analysis 

A significant portion is allo¬ 
cated to the analysis of both 
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Catherine Deneuve and Gerard Depardieu — two faces always to be seen at the 
Games'festival. "”v; 

Making it big at movies 


By Elaine Ganfey- - 

The Associated Press 

CANNES -V The toxic avenger 
cavorts among, topless bathers on 
the. Cannes beachfront, just a 
stretch of sand from the darkened 
: theatre where critics are weighing 
the - latest entry at the 42nd inter¬ 
national-film festival. 

. The world’s most prestigious 
sbowplace for the seventh art is 
also the 1 industry's biggest mar¬ 
ketplace. Movies like ‘The toxic 
avenger:-part II,” “Warlock” or 
“Video .demons do psyebotown” 
are promoted alongside those 
' competing for the Golden Palm 
award. —.• • 

Jn tbe incongruous reality that 
is Canoes; some of the movies in 
tiie official selection may die an 
artsy -death at the box office, 
' while those shown in backstreet 
theatres -go on to blockbuster 
"success. 7 

. . “Ks. the first encounter of the 
- first degree. The life and death of 
a motion picture is decided 
here,”- said.Menahem Golan, a 
leading independent Hollywood 
protincerrdirecfor. “And here I 
team -abbot 'the tastes of the 
world:”.:-.-::.. 

- Tastes of fee world 

Thousands.of producers, film 
makeii.and distributers from 
arotmd tbe globe set op shop for 
two week each year in Cannes. 
They .hawk their wares like so 
many tomatoes at stands in the 
basement of the Palais des Festiv-. 
ate; in hotel suites or, for those 
abte to pay for an aloof but 
powerful presence, on yachts 
anchored , offshore in the 
Mediterranean blue. 

“Cannesto me combines busi¬ 
ness, show and glamour and 
that's, the beauty of it,” said 
Golan. “Cannes has the sun¬ 
shine, the ses and the naked girls 
on the beach.” 

, But. iL alsp lias thousands of 
buyers, mid thousands of journal¬ 
ises, he-added. “You write about 
me and my films.’' 

Gianfxnovie banners are strung 
across the.-, white facade of the 
Swank Canton .Hotel, which 
reigns : Ske a grande dame over 
the Croisette, the waterfront 
-boDleyaz& ftjside, the lobby floor. 
■ is. overran irith-stands and the 


upstairs suites transformed into 
impromptu office space. 

Having a suite at the Carlton 
for doing business “is like having 
box seats to a mets game,” said 
Rob Aft, acting international sales 
director for Troma, Inc., a small 
New York-based company that is 
becoming a major force in the 
exploitation film genre. 

"We are never going to have an 
official selection at the palais,” he 
said. “But we're known here.” 

Troma is the creator of the 
Toxic Avenger, a former 44-kflogr 
nunme nerd named Melvin from 
Tromaville, New Jersey, trans¬ 
formed by chemical waste into a 
deformed and hulking hero. 

In the first five days of the 
13-day festival, Troma, which 
buys, sens and distributes movies, 
did about a half-million dollars in 
business and expected to close 
about £2 million in deals at the 
festival’s end May 23, according 
to. Troma President Lloyd 
Kaufman. 

That's small potatoes for the 
likes of Golan, who with his 
oousin Yorun Globus formed 
Cann on films, which has pro¬ 
duced an eclectic combination of 
high-profile movies and schlock. 

$20 . million in a week 

On the second day of the festiv¬ 
al, Golan, no longer with Can¬ 
non, inaugurated his new com¬ 
pany, 21st century, with the first 
announced deal in the Cannes 
marketplace, worth “Multi-mil¬ 
lions.” In less than a week, he 
said in an interview, he had 
dosed more than $20 million in 
(teals, pre-sales on 20-film pack¬ 
ages to countries like Spain, Au- ( 
strati a, Greece, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Portugal and Pern. 

The market first sprang up 
around the festival 29 years ago 
and, organisers say, has grown 
into the world’s largest. There are 
no official figures on transactions. 

American film critic Roger 
Ebert says in his book about the 
Cannes festival, “two weeks in the 
midday sun,” that be mice came 
across a man who sold movies by 
the pound. 

Golan, a physically. imposing 
man whose, brassy style —rain¬ 
bow-coloured suspenders over a 
T-shirt — shines like the glitz of 
Cannes, cannot go unnoticed 


legal and political mechanisms 
through which access to 
national resources is an exclu¬ 
sive Jewish right. The Arab, 
that is, non-Jewish, population 
is legally and politically denied 
equal access to resources and 
services. Although there are 
similarities between the Zion¬ 
ist enterprise in Palestine and 
other colonial settler regimes 
such as the old Rhodesian, the 
white South African and ocher 


BOOK REVIEW 


regimes that existed in history, 
Davis asserts that Zionism is 
far more radical. To prove his 
point, he draws an analogy 
between Zionist practices and 
South Africa's apartheid, the 
focus of the struggle of the 
anti-racist camp. On the level 
of citizenship, in South Africa 
for example, the non white 


native majority, although re¬ 
duced to an inferior status, is 
recognised by law. On the 
other hand. Israel, which pub¬ 
licly accepted the United Na¬ 
tions' partition plan in 1947, 
and uses this immediate recog¬ 
nition by the international 
organisation as a source of its 
legitimacy, never fully im¬ 
plemented the provisions of 
the U.N. resolution. The Arab 
population, which was to live 
in the Jewish state, and which 

fled or was displaced as a result 
of the 1948 hostilities, was clas¬ 
sified as non-existent. Furth¬ 
ermore, the law of Return ap¬ 
plies only to Jews and these 
Arabs were prohibited from 
returning. Their dwellings, 
land, orchards and other hold¬ 
ings were confiscated to make 
room for the immigrant Jewish 
population. The problem be¬ 
comes more acute when, as 
Davis shows, the Arabs who 
found themselves in a locality 


other than the one of their 
origin inside their homeland, 
during the hostilities, were also 
classified as absentees and thus 
non-existent and stripped of 
their holding. Davis contends 
that the objectives of the Zion¬ 
ists have not been and are not 
exploitation but exclusion, 
which is ever more vicious and 
disastrous. Davis adds that the 
Arab population which re¬ 
mained in their homes, 
although not classified outside 
the law, are subject to subtle 
and sophisticated discrimina¬ 
tion. 

Prior to May 15, 1948, Jew¬ 
ish organisations such as the 
World Zionist Council, Jewish 
National Fund, labour orga¬ 
nisations, and the like, were 
formed with the explicit objec¬ 
tive of establishing a Jewish 
homeland on Palestine. Conse¬ 
quently. the constitutions and 
by-laws of these organisations 
were exciusivist. After 1948, 


these organisations and their 
constitutions were incorpo¬ 
rated into the body of the laws 
of Israel. Thus, the non-Jewish 
population of pre-1967 Israel is 
excluded from 92.6 per cent of 
the land and only Jews can 
have access to these lands, be it 
for agricultural purposes, as 
dwellings or for any other pur¬ 
poses. 

Israel, a country without a 
constitution, has no explicit 
formal laws on the books that 
define these exciusivist prac¬ 
tices. Yet a legal, formal apar¬ 
theid system does and as Davis 
has shown, it is to be found in 
the constitutions and by-laws 
of the organisations that ex¬ 
isted prior to 1948 and those of 
their successors. 

Thus, it becomes very clear 
that the continuation of these 
practices (denial of access to 


resources of the 1948 popula¬ 
tion) and increased military 
and political oppression of the 
Palestinian population now liv¬ 
ing under Israeli rule have one 
objective and that is to keep 
the state exclusively Jewish. 

Davis asserts that Zionism is 
a system that cannot reform 
itself. It is a system in which 
the injustices committed 
against the native Arab are 
beyond remedy. He advocates 
instead a solution that ulti¬ 
mately would lead to the estab¬ 
lishment of a binationaJ secular 
state in Palestine. 

Israel: An Apartheid State is 
a well researched and thor¬ 
oughly documented work that 
destroys prevalent myths about 
Zionism and Israel. It is writ¬ 
ten by a very courageous man 
of great intellectual integrity. 
— Al Sadwah. 


Al Nadwah is a bulletin published by the World Affairs Council 
which is published in Amman. 


U.S. gunshops do brisk trade 
amid hot firearms debate 


here. He mounted the festival’s 
most aggressive publicity blitz, 
with flyers strewn along the 
Croisette, dozens of daily full- 
page ads in the various festival 
trade journals and a large office 
on the ground floor of the Carl¬ 
ton for wheeling and dealing. 

Golan talks up 21st century 
products like “Phantom of the 
opera" and “Mack the knife,” 
starring Raul Julia, an adaptation 
of the noted stage musical “the 
threepenny opera.” 

And be swears he is “getting 
out” of exploitation movies. “I 
think the public is growing up.” 
he said. “I want to associate 
myself with what is considered 
the better product.” 

But also in 21st century’s reper¬ 
toire are movies like “Caged 
fury” and “Deceit," the latter 
billed as a sci-fi space comedy 
about a nuclear-armed alien sex 
fiend looking for earthly love. 

The basement of the Palais des 
Festivals is honeycombed with 
booths selling everything from 
American soft pom to high-tone 
films from the Soviet Union and 
popular offerings from around 
the world. 

Troma chief Kaufman, who has 
been coming to Cannes festivals 
since 1971, called it “a university 
of the movie business,” adding, 
“you get a cram course in two 
weeks.” 

“Cannes is known for being a 
fairly conservative, artistic festiv-' 
al,” said Aft, his assistant. People 
here are “very serious about the 
art of cinema.” 

“All the better for Troma,” he 
added. “They make films. We 
make movies.” 


Cinema 


By Anne Senior 
Reuter 

MANASSAS, Virginia — In a 
brand new shopping centre west 
of Washington you can stock up 
on groceries, have your hair done 
and buy a gun. 

Every week scores of families 
pass the old town armory gun 
bazaar, where revolvers, pistols, 
rifles and shotguns are on offer, 
and kids get free lollipops. 

No permit is required to buy a 
gun in the state of Virginia, only 
proof of identity. A driving li¬ 
cence will suffice. 

In theory a permit is required 
to carry a concealed weapon for 
which background checks are 
made for criminal record or his¬ 
tory of mental illness. But pur¬ 
chasers are not asked why they 
are buying a weapon. 

Old town armory staff deny 
there is anything sinister about 
their wares or the store location 
amid shops selling less lethal 
stock, saying their typical custom¬ 
er is not a budding ram bo but an 
average American hunter or 
homeowner. 

A row of rifles — sleek and 
simple or gold inlaid and. fondly, 
carved — stretches the full length 
of the store, where prices range 
from about $150 for a basic revol¬ 
ver to over $15,000 for a superior 
shotgun. 

Boxes of ammunition are piled 
high and glass cases hold hand¬ 
guns of all shapes, colours and 
sizes. Some, just a few indies 
long, look like the kind a 
female spy might tuck in her 
stocking. Other models could 
easily feature in a police action 
series or cowboy movie. 

But this is Virginia, forming 
and family country, not the Wild 
West. Though only a short drive 
from Washington, the town of 
Manassas with its new shopping 
arcade is a world away from the 
drug wars and the violence seen 
in the nation's capital. 

But the crime wave which has 
branded Washington the nation’s 
“murder capital” has left its mark 
here, too. In the gunstore you can 
pick up a brochure denouncing a 
recent crackdown on the gun 
trade. 

In response to the record mur¬ 
der rate in Washington and last 
year’s school massacre in Stock- 
ton, California, the government 
has restricted the flow of weapons 
into the country, effectively bar¬ 
ring all imported semi-automatic 
rifles. 

But only a few controls apply 
to domestic gun producers. 

Preliminary statistics from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
show that there were about 
20,700 homiddes in the United 
States in 1988, one every 25 
minutes or so. 

Figures for firearms use in 1988 
murders are not yet available but 
in 1987 there were 10,566 re¬ 
corded cases of people shot to 
death. 

Gun control tegislation limits 
firearm imports to sporting 
weapons, bnt debate rages over 
what fits into this category. 

Police say rapid foe semi-auto¬ 
matics are nnfitaiy weapons. Gun 
enthusiasts say they are state-of- 
the-art sporting guns. 

“Can you imagine the govern¬ 
ment ordering citizens to give np 
their word processors for goose 
quills and ink wells?” the pro- 


Tel: 677420' 
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gun brochure asks. “For most 
Americans it is impossible to im¬ 
agine being forced to give up 
modern, effective and better pro¬ 
ducts for throwbacks to the past.” 


The National Rifle Assodation 
(NRA), producer of the leaflet, is 
a powerful lobby group repre¬ 
senting hunters and sportsmen 
across the country. It counts actor 
Chariton Heston and President 
George Bush among its suppor¬ 
ters. 

“The constitution gives Amer¬ 
icans the right to freely choose to 
town a gun,” said John Lenzi, a 


researcher and writer with the 
NRA's institute for legislative ac¬ 
tion. 

Lenzi accuses the media and 
anti-gun groups of discrediting 
legitimate sporting weapons by 
calling them “death machines.” 
He fears if semi-automatics are 
banned then all other guns might 
follow. 

But with studies showing more 
semi-automatics are being used in 
violent crime, then anti-gun lob¬ 
by says it is gathering 
momentum. 

“We feel a corner has been 
turned,” said Michael Beard, 
President of the National Coali¬ 


tion to Ban Handguns. 

Sporting weapons should be 
kept on shooting ranges and any¬ 
one wanting to buy a gun should 
prove a need to be armed. Beard 
says. 

For many Americans, steeped 
in the legend of the frontier, the 
gun has become an emblem of 
freedom and power. 

“Guns may be a part of history, 
but they are more a part of 
myth,'* Beard countered. “It 
wasn't the gun that tamed the 
West but the plough and the 
schoolteacher.” 

Lenzi says withdrawing gun 
rights will put Americans at the 


mercy of criminals. 

Staff of the old town armory 
say they support the rights of 
hunters to buy the latest weapons 
and of families to own handguns 
for protection. 

General Manager Bruce 
Anderson says he does not fee! a 
party to Washington's crime 
problem. 

“Millions of sportsmen don’t 
abuse guns, as milli ons drink but 
don't abuse alcohol,” he told 
reporters. 

“If you go down to Texas, 
you'll often see a gunstore oppo¬ 
site the liquor store, and liquor 
kills more people than guns.” 
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Now Lufthansa serves 175 destinations in 
84 countries via Frankfurt. So fly to 
Frankfurt and depart right away to Europe 
and the World. 

New in Lufthansa's network as of April 89 

Bari Pisa 

Santo Domingo Tirana. 

as well as many additional flights 

Amman -Franktuft nonstop __ 

Won/Thu LH6S3 11 10 • 15:05 
Fn LH661 0.10 12.05 

Frankfurt-Amman nonstop _ 

SunfWed LH652 14 DO 19:26 
Thu LH660 14-00 15-25 

For a eomplata timotable caH 601744. We will mall it immediately 


to well known Lufthansa destinations and 
still more nonstop flights. 

During June Lufthansa invites 10 
passengers to the “Leonardo da Vinci" 
Cocktail lounge while in transit in 
Frankfurt. 

Just book your Lufthansa connection and 
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China unrest sparks business jitters 



PEKING (R) — Many foreign companies in China 
have prepared evacuation plans for their staff as 
they nervously watch continued unrest and political 
instability, businessmen and diplomats said 
Tuesday. 






- 


• “In order to keep my people 
happy and productive. I've had to 
put a contingency plan in place to 
send ali 20 of my expatriate staff 
and their families to Hong Kong 
or Manila if the situation gets 
dangerous." said the manager of 
a European company, who asked 
not to be named. 

“There are company cars and 
drivers standing by 24 hours a 
day.” he added. 

“Absolutely rhere is concern. 
We have contingency plans... 
that's just normal prudent busi¬ 
ness." said Michael Strang, 
branch manager of IBM China 
Corporation. 

Companies which have already- 
evacuated staff because of weeks 
pro-democracy protest and four 
days of martial law in Peking have 
done it unobtrusively in order to 
protect future business prospects 
in China, diplomats said. 

“I know of several companies 
which moved scheduled home 
leave for staff several months 
forward to get people out. but 
they still call it home leave.” a 
diplomat said. 

Other businesses, encouraged 
by the generally peaceful nature 
of demonstrations and the gov¬ 
ernment response, are waiting to 
see future developments. 

“We’re keeping our eyes and 
ears open,” said Ted Bell, vice- 
president and chief representa¬ 
tive of Boeing China. 

“No one feels threatened right 
now. but if anything were to 
happen it would be too late then. 
It's a real problem, he added. 


F. Fujino. manager of C. Itoh 
and Company's office in the 
capital, said he was not overly 
concerned about the situation. 

“We have no plan to send staff 
back to Japan because nothing 
has happened." he said. 

Both the Japanese School and 
the International School have 
been dosed since Friday so chil¬ 
dren would not have to go out on 
the streets, foreign businessmen 
said. 

“It's the uncertainty over the ' 
state of the government that is 
most worrying,' said a U.S. 
businessman. “The situation 
could change instantaneously." 

The mass’ protests have shaken 
Asian business confidence in the 
country, but while some business¬ 
men fear a short-term crisis, few 
believe Peking's open-door trade 
poiides are in danger. 

Political strife in Peking has not 
yet hurt surging trade between 
China and its Asian neighbours, 
but nervous investors from Tokyo 
to Singapore are putting on hold 
plans to pump money into the 
Chinese economy, according to a 
survey by Reuter correspondents. 

Events in China have highlight¬ 
ed the growing dependence on 
the China market of Asia's ex- 
port-led economies and their con¬ 
cern with political stability in the 
country. 

' The economic threat is felt 
strongly in Japan, China’s second 
largest trading partner after Hong 
Kong and the third biggest inves¬ 
tor in the country after Hong 
Kong and the United States. 
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Top Chinese leaders (from left to right) Deng Xiaoping, Zhao Ziyang and Li Peng - 




Japanese companies have been 
feeling the pinch of recent 
Chinese austerity measures 
aimed at combating inflation. 

“We already thought trade 
would decline this year. Now the 
trend will worsen," said an offi¬ 
cial at Japan's Ministry of Inter¬ 
national Trade and Industry. 

Taro Takiguchi, a researcher at 
the Japan External Trade Orga¬ 
nisation. said upheavals in Peking 
had “thrown cold water on in¬ 
vestment in China." 

The prosperity of Hong Kong 
has long been linked to the eco¬ 
nomy of China, soon to be its 
political overlord when Peking 
resumes sovereignty in 1997. 

But businessmen in the British 
colony have lived through far 
worse crises in their giant neigh¬ 
bour and have learned to take a 
long-term, pragmatic view. 

“Frankly, anyone involved in 
the China trade has to be patient, 
and Hong Kong investors are not 
that impulsive. It would take 
something very, very drastic be¬ 
fore they abandoned that mar¬ 
ket,” said Mary Wong, head of 


the Hong Kong Trade Develop¬ 
ment Council's China section. 

“If (Chinese premier) Li Peng 
turned around and really crun¬ 
ched up the students, then people 
will start wondering about the 
Chinese as reliable trading part¬ 
ners. But if anyone can weather 
the storm it's Hong Kong inves¬ 
tors,” and analyst said. 

Less confident are businessmen 
in Taiwan, who have charged into 
the China market with an enthu¬ 
siasm dubbed by local newspaper 
as “China fever" since the 
Nationalist government relaxed 
bans on indirect trade and invest¬ 
ment in the mainland last year. 

Many Taiwan businessmen 
have recently come to view Chi¬ 
na as their economic saviour, a 
home for traditional industries 
forced ofF the island by a surging 
currency and rising wages. 

“The pace of trade and invest¬ 
ment growth from Taiwan to Chi¬ 
na will slow.” said Lu Ming-Jen. 
a professor of economics at 
National Chengchi University. 

Two-way trade between 
Taiwan and China, mostly con- 


Aqaba seminar focuses on boosting investments 


AMMAN 1 J.T.) — A week-long 
economic seminar held in Aqaba 
recently has urged the govern¬ 
ment to create a special unit 
provided with statistical data and 
other information to help inves¬ 
tors take the right decisions. 

The seminar, which was orga¬ 
nised in the port city by the 
United States Agency for Inter¬ 
national Development (USAID) 
and the Institute of Public Admi¬ 
nistration (IPA), was attended by 
30 participants representing the 
private and public sectors in the 
Kingdom. 

A statement, at the end of the 


seminar, urged the government 
to encourage individual initiatives 
and give incentives to the local or 
non-Jordanian investor. 

The participants recommended 
that a special body be created in 
the form of a council or an 
economic committee, grouping 
both sectors, to coordinate mat¬ 
ters and to provide new ideas for 
investments. 

Such a committee, they said, 
can explain to the investors the 
various facilities offered to them 
by the government the country's 
priorities in economic develop- 


IPA Director-General Abdul¬ 
lah Ulayyan said that the partici¬ 
pants. who were all executives or 
director generals in their respec¬ 
tive departments, were encour¬ 
aged to exchange views related to 
their businesses and had the 
chance to analyse and discuss in 
detail Various aspects of coopera¬ 
tion between the private and pub¬ 
lic sectors. 

He said that the private sector’s 
contribution to socio-economic 
development and opportunities 
for investments and incentives 


were among the topics discussed. 

The participants, Ulayyan 
added, focused their attention on 
the government’s recent mea¬ 
sures and their effects on the role 
of the private sector as well as the 
role of financial institutions in 
promoting economic and trade 
activities in the Kingdom. 

Ulayyan said that 10 working 
papers were reviewed on those 
topics and others that included 
marketing and exports, the 
effects of competition in boosting 
trade and a number of local case 
studies. 


Dollar becalmed at 29-month highs 


LONDON (Agencies) — The 
dollar was becalmed at 29-month- 
highs Tuesday amid signs that 
Washington might act to end the 
U.S. currency's sharp climb this 
month. 

A Washington Post report 
Tuesday suggested that the U.S. 
Federal Reserve (central bank) 
might ease American interest 
rates, a major factor in the dol¬ 
lar's strength so far this year. 

. It quoted White House Budget 
Director Richard Darman as 
saying he thought the Federal 
Reserve (Fed) could take such 
steps and it said this view was 
“gaining support within the admi¬ 
nistration.” 

Dealers said the market was 
.digesting the report and specula¬ 
tion that Japan and Britain might 
also raise interest rates to defend 
their currencies. 


West Germany might take a 
similar step, but not before the 
next regular meeting of the Bun¬ 
desbank council on June 1. 

There was also speculation that 
the Group of Seven (G-7) indust¬ 
rial nations — the U.S., Japan, 
West Germany, Canada, Britain, 
France and Italy — might meet to 
tighten policy on exdhange rate 
coordination. 

All seven states will be in Paris 
next week for a meeting of the 
24-nation Organisation of Econo¬ 
mic Cooperation and Develop¬ 
ment (OECD), the West's econo¬ 
mic think-tank, and the dollar is 
certain to be discussed. 

The G-7's policy was enshrined 
in the so-called Louvre Accord of 
February 1987. but that pact, 
which aimed to restrict currency 
movements within secret limits, 
looks increasingly flimsy as the 
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The Arab Supply & Trade Co* 

Announces 


market calls the dollars' tune. 

The dollar traded above two 
marks and 140 yen Tuesday (See 
London Exchage Rates), barriers 
it crossed Monday in a surge that 
has seen it rise by some 14 per 
cent since the start of the year. 

“Demand for dollars is good 
under two marks," said one 
Frankfurt trader. “A dollar be¬ 
low that is just an excuse to buy.’’ 

The demand comes from inves¬ 
tors attracted by high U.S. in¬ 
terest rates and businesses buying 
the currency to cover require¬ 
ments in case it goes up again. 

If there is no derisive action to 
drag it down, the dollar's next 
move can only be upwards to¬ 
wards 2.25 marks, dealers said. 

Market talk has shifted to the 
likelihood of a rise in base in¬ 
terest rates because of the inabil¬ 
ity of central banks to influence 
the market using the traditional 
weapon of intervention. 

Central banks have vainly 


spent billions of dollars to knock 
the dollar from its perch but this 
mean “central banks to continue 
to fulfil their function of sup¬ 
plying the market with cheap 
dollars,” in the words of one 
London economist. 

A strong dollar spreads infla¬ 
tion by making U.S. exports 
more expensive for its trading 
partners. It makes American im¬ 
ports cheaper, swelling the 
already worrying U.S. trade de¬ 
ficit. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady said Monday that 
international turmoil has trig¬ 
gered demand for the U.S. dollar 
as a safe investment haven and 
has been a key factor in the 
currency’s recent surge in foreign 
exchange. 

In an interview with the Mil¬ 
waukee Journal. Brady said mas¬ 
sive buying that pushed the dollar 
had to be viewed in terms of 
world unrest. 



Appliances are on show at company’s stores, 
Amman Prince Mohammad Str- near Wafa 
^ Dajani petrol station. Tel: 624935, 636191. 


TO LET 

1. Fully furnished semi-villa of 3 bedrooms - luxurious furnilure - 
American kitchen in Abdoun. 

2. Fully furnished ground floor apt. (house club) of 3 bedrooms - 
Danish kitchen - marvellous garden in Um Uthayna — Green 
Valley Market. 

3. Fully furnished penthouse of 2 bedrooms, 2 balconies + 
large terrace in Sweifiyeh. 

4. Fully furnished ground floor apt. of 2 bedrooms + garden in 
the 7th Circle area. 

5. Unfurnished beautiful villa, completely independent, of 4 

bedrooms, large garden in Sweifiyeh. 

All these premises have telephone lines & number + indepen¬ 
dent utilities of W & E 9 central heating. 

Fore more information call Tel. No. 817960 from 10 a.m. 

- 10 p.m. everyday. 


SUBSTANTIAL REWARD FOR 
MISSING DOG 

A black Doberman Pinscher with brown markings was lost 
near the 8th Circle, Friday 19 May 

if anyone have seen or knows the whereabouts of 
a dog fitting description, please contact 644371 
ext. 202 . 


DELUXE OFFICES FOR RENT 

If you are looking for an office in the most convenient 
place in Shmeisani with 220 sqm independent water and 
electricity mileage and central heating. 

Call us directly on 664475 for an appointment. 


ducted through Hong Kong, 
jumped 80 per cent last year to 
$2.72 billion. Investment in Chi¬ 
na quadrupled in 1988 to about 
$400 million,' economists esti¬ 
mate. 

Trade between Hong Kong and 
China is ballooning by about 40 
per cent a year. Seoul’s trade with 
the country is expected to leap by 
50 per cent this year after almost 
doubling in value to $3.2 billion 
last year. 

China's trade is also blossom¬ 
ing, though to a lesser extent, 
with Australia, New Zealand, In¬ 
donesia and Malaysia. 

Raw materials, including oil, 
and cheap manufactured goods 
are still flowing out of China 
while high-technology products 
flood in from Asia's developing 
nations. 

“Mass protests in China might 
have a backlash in the near future 
but recent developments are like¬ 
ly to accelerate open-door poli¬ 
cies in the long-run.” said a Seoul 
official, reflecting the hope of 
many Asian businessmen that 
Chinese economic reformers will 

Compaq 

unveils new 
computers 

NEW YORK (R) — Compaq 
Computer Corp. unveiled a new 
line of desktop computers Mon¬ 
day that are so powerful they will 
cut into sales of larger mini¬ 
computers, already "facing a 
slump. 

The announcement sharply 
boosted Compaq’s share price 
and hurt other technology issues, 
including International Business 
Machines (IBM) and Digital 
Etpnpment Corp. 

The three new Compaq 
machines are based on a souped- 
up version of Intel Corp's 80386 
microprocessor that runs at a 
breakneck speed of 33 
megahertz. Houston-based Com¬ 
paq said the new models can 
crunch numbers up to 35 per cent 
faster than machine built around 
the older 25-megahertz 803S6 
chip. 

The three models of the De- 
skpro 386/33 are designed for 
data-intensive jobs like compu¬ 
ter-aided design, financial mod¬ 
elling and software development. 
They are priced between $10,000 
and $18,000. 

Analysts said Compaq's new 1 
models represent an assault by j 
relatively inexpensive desktops 1 
on terrain once held exclusively 
by the minicomputers of IBM and 
Digital, which sell in the $100,000 
range. Jobs that once needed a 
minicomputer can now be tackled 
by a personal computer or its 
high-powered cousin, the en¬ 
gineering workstation. 

This trend has played a big role 
in the slump plaguing the mini¬ 
computer industry, where many 
second-tier players — including 
Wang Laboratories Inc., and 
Data General Corp. — are on the 
ropes. 

Digital was hurt by the 
announcement late Friday that 
the company will freeze salaries 
beginning with its new fiscal year 
starting on July 2. 


triumph. 

"Barring major catastrophes, 
small-scale investments in China 
will continue," said Lee Bo-Kun, 
head of a private South Korean 
economic council dealing with 
China. 

Bankers are confident that 
loans to China are safe. 

“Whatever happens, we’re en¬ 
couraged by the fact in the past 
China has had a pretty good 
record of honouring foreign 
debt," said Peter Korn of Barc¬ 
lays Bank China division in Hong 
Kong. 

Singapore businessmen are 
taking a “wait-and-see attitude,” 
a trade official said. “If the unrest 
continues, disruption is bound to 
happen. But it hasn’t happened 
yet.” 

Shanghai workers join 
protests 

In Shanghai, tens of thousands 
of workers have joined the cam¬ 
paign for democracy in what 
workers says isa collapse of confi¬ 
dence in the central Chinese gov¬ 
ernment. 

The number of workers in¬ 
volved in the campaign, which 
has paralysed China's leadership 
and sparked a fierce power strug¬ 
gle between hardliners and refor¬ 
mists, has been far higher than in 
student protests in 1986. 

“I watched the protests in late 
1986.” said a textile worker de¬ 
monstrating in front Shanghai's 
Communist Party headquarters 
Tuesday. “Now I’m t akin g part 
because I’ve lost all confidence in 
the leadership." 

Workers from a number of 
other factories in various indus¬ 
tries in Shanghai echoed his senti¬ 
ments. 

“A lot has changed since 1986. 
We bad hope for reform then but 
we don’t now,” said another 
worker as he joined 20,000 peo¬ 
ple in a demonstration to demand 
democracy and the removal of 
Premier Li Peng and senior lead¬ 
er Deng Xiaoping. 

The students were unhappy in 
1986 but now there seems to be 
something for everyone to com¬ 
plain about.” said a Western di¬ 
plomat in Shanghai. 

Diplomats quoted workers as 
saying that several hundred 
labourers met Monday to discuss 
a possible general strike. 

Some workers say violence in 
Pe king , parts of which have been 
under martial law for four days, 
could trigger industrial action in 
Shanghai. 

. Productivity at many plants 
across the city has already plum- 
metted, workers said. 

Fierce complaints 

Many workers are angered by 
high inflation, a record since the 
1949 communist takeover, which 
reached an official 18.5 per cent 
nationally and 30 per cent in 
major cities last year according to 
official statistics. 

“It takes three years of wages, 
assuming I don't spend anything, 
to buy a colour television,” said a 
worker in disgust. 

“We make extra money in 
bonuses for extra production but 
the government takes most of it 
away in special taxes,” said a 
machinery worker. Where is the 
incentive to work?” 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Waef Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


FOR SALE 

Volkswagen Jetta, 1986, Red, 61000 km. Duty 
not paid. 

Call: 683391(2) Office, 814766 Home. 


EXCELLENT CAREER 

OPPORTUNITIES 


— SALES MANAGER. 

— SALES REPRESENTATIVES. 

We offer a generous remuneration package in¬ 
cluding an excellent basic salary, commissions, 
full medical insurance and other fringe benefits 
and bonuses based on performance, 
if you are interested, young, ambitious and have 
your own car, please send us your detailed 
curriculum vitae, a recent photograph and your 
phone number for further consideration. Our 
mailing address is: 

P.O. Box 961020 Amman - Jordan. 


Cairo, IMF to resume talks in June 


CAIRO (R) — Negotiations between Egypt J? ! 

Monetary Fund (IMF) over economic reform and debt reschedul-; 
ing are expected to resume early next month, 
reported Tuesday. The talks should . 

foreign debts estimated by bankers at about $50 bilhomThc IMF 
insists on several reforms to be implemented over a specific period, 
including a cut in the budget deficit estimated by some diptomats as 
10 billion pounds ($4 billion) for the current financial year emfing 
in June. Egypt has resisted tough reforms within a given lime«ale 
for fear of sparking unrest similar to 1977 riots sparked by food 
price rises. Instead, it prefers to carry out changes gradually Egypt 
hopes for a new standby credit agreement with the IMF to 
persuade western creditors to reschedule about S5 billion in debt 
payments owed by the end of June. 

Arab shipyard plans expansion 

BAHRAIN (R) — An Arab shipbuilding and repair yard is 
planning to build a new dry dock to cash in on a boom ushered roby 
the Iran-Iraq ceasefire and higher ship prices wondwide. The 
genera] manager of the Bahrain-based Arab Shipbuilding and 
Repair Yard (ASRY), told Reuters a feasibility study was 
underway and a decision was likely by the end of July. Plans to buy. 
a 100,000-tonne floating dock bad been scrapped, be said, but die 
firm was now studying proposals for three types of dry docks to 
service ships ranging from 80,000 to 200,000 deadweight tonnes. 

World Bank insists on adjustments 

HONG KONG (R) — The World Bank will^ support a U.S. 
initiative to reduce debt among developing nations if they take 
tough steps to improve their economies, the bank's treasurer said 
Monday. Donald Roth, on a visit to Hong Kong, said the World 
Bank, and the International Monetary Fund were preparing 
guidelines on a proposal by U.S. Treasury Secretary James Baker 
to encourage co mm ercial banks to forgive debt and allow debtor 
nations to get back on their feet. “Does the bank support the Brady 
initiative? Yes. But the absolute precondition for World Bank 
involvement is that debtors undertake a medium-term structural 
adjustment programme that is acceptable to os,” Roth told 
rep rote rs. “If medium term adjustment can’t be effected because 
the debt burden is too high, then we are prepared to help with debt' 
reduction.'’ The initiative has been criticised by some developing 
countries for favouring those countries who have shirked unpopu- 1 
lar economic reforms. Those who have dealt responsibly with their 
debt will not receive any benefits, they say. 

World tea production surges 

WASHINGTON (AP) — World tea production last year climbed 
to a record 2.42 million tonnes, up three per cent from 1987, the 
Agriculture Department has announced. The bumper harvest 
resulted from favourable growing conditions and new plantings 
coining into production in several countries, the department’s 
Foreign Agricultural Service said in a report. Larger crops were 
reported from India, Sri Lanka, China, Kenya and Malawi. Tea 
output in Mozambique and Uganda remained at low levels, 
“reflecting unstable political and economic conditions,” the report 
said. Tea production in some areas of the Soviet Union continue to 
be affected by the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear plant accident, the 
report said. Consequently, the Soviets have had to increase imports 
to meet domestic requirements. U.S. tea imports in 1988 increased 
16 per rent to 90,144 tonnes valued at $129 million. Even so, last 
year's increase to replenish inventories left 1988 total tea imports 
slightly below the 1986 level of 90,549 tonnes valued at $133.6 
million, the report said. “Preliminary data indicate that U.S. retail 
food store tea sales continued to fall in 1988 as consumers showed 
their preference for soft drinks, fruit juices and alcoholic bever¬ 
ages,” the report said. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, May 23, 1989 
Central Bank official rales 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutschemark 
Swiss franc 


Bay Sell 

538.0 542.0 
848.0 866.7 
266.8 272.1 
298.6 304.8 


French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.5780/90 

1.1970/80 

2.0070/80 

2.2620/30 

1.7825/35 

41.98/42.02 

6.7690/8010 

1455/1456 

141.70/80 

6.7475/7525 

7.2125/75 

7.8200/50 

363.50/363.90 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


~ Cbnsolidating recent gams made on the 
Australian dollar, the All Ordinaries index rose 2 6 nn 
1,582.8. News Corp soared 60 rents to 14 . 8 ^ ^ 

~ Th ? I P* hire NMei “dex fell 251.25 po 
33,816.61 on a dollar surge against the yen. Investors fe 
weak yen could quicken inflation and boost interest ra 

HONG KONG — Slocks rebounded shatply in massive t 
on favourable news about the unrest in China The Han 
index, which Imt ^most 340 points Monday, closed 26U)8 
higher st 3 ,Uu7.oj. 

SINGAPORE — Prices rebounded in the afternoon rm 
covering and bargain-hunting. The Straits Tunes Industrie 
shed 0.82 of a point to close at 1,291 92 U5ma 

BOMBAY — Share prices recovered from early losses r 
str on el v at the dose on heaw _ y losses t 


,0 326. - rtssociatea cement 4.5 

“ 6 a one-for-20 tight, “T & 

>" 9“ et trading 


because of uncertainty about the short-term - 61 tr aQ i n ^ 
markets and in interest rates. Tb e 

2.2 to 1,007.1. Performance index feH : 

PARIS — Prices ended slightly weaker rm i v 1 - > v : ~ 
present account in fairly active trading. ^ d^y.?£ tiw i 

LONDON —Prices stayed weak in i 

Street’s path, as fears of higher U.K. 

interest rates in the face of dollar strength cnntin^S 1 ^ ^S ,M 2 e 'r' 
1519 GMT the FTSE index was <Wl 

NEW YORK. — Stocks in mid-morning were amJ 

the session on news of a larger than expected 

goods orders. The Dow was down 13 at 2 489^ ? 
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„ — survive. 

;'jBc$paunihgron June 28 Ducbos- 
sots wHI find out if inarble floors, 
douglas fir beams, ma hogan y 
pah3ds, fine nBllwork, a galaxy of 
jsestanrants,. -graceful balconies 
aad 800 newly planted trees were 
Worth: thb'gamble.. 

- i The mut&mflfion-cbUar course 

— ft's all private money and 
Duchossois will not say bow 
much—-replaces Arlington's ori¬ 
ginal grandstand and clubhouse 
«r northwest suburban Chicago 
which were levelled by a 1985 
Sit. : :... 


by T9 per cent in the past decade. 
: Tliespoil is still second only to 
baseball in the number of specta¬ 
tors it draws, but increasingly 
fans are placing their wagers at 
Convenient off-track betting 
shops, many of them with slick, 
duo-like facilities and res¬ 
taurants. 

The paxHonitoel income for all 
of thoroughbred racing in north 
America hit a record 9.5 billion 


■ I guess what I had m miodwas 
keeping the traditional fed of 
racing rather than put it in the 
modem glass and steel struc¬ 
ture,” he added. “We’re trying to 
get to the point where we have a 
family recreation and entertain¬ 
ment centre.” 

Features include a family picnic 
area seating 6,000, a gracefully 
landscaped, sunken paddock 
area, a splendid grandstand, 
housing a “food court” with in¬ 
ternational camne, in addition to 
several lounges, bars and res¬ 
taurants. 

Amenities most of the public 
will never see include a rank of 
sky boxes renting for S60,000 a 
meet, a press box with its own 
shower and Duchossois's private, 
glass-walled, one bedroom suite 
with library, bar and grand piano 
perched above the crabbouse. 

“We’re endeavouring to put 
together an international circuit,” 
Dachas is sail “We pretty well 
have a lot of it put together. We’ll 
have Australia, Japan, the 
Arlington milli on here, Canada, 
England and France. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BV CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
CtOS Titom Madia Bantus Inc. 


THE WEAK SHALL INHERIT 



, Both vulnerable^South deals. 
NORTH 

* J9 643 
: 9 K • 

0 Q 6 2 

* If* 8 7 

WEST.; .. . EAST 

* A K 7 . 4 Q 16 8 5 2 

9 10 8 6 52 :<?94 - 

;JX£Ct *1»5L.. _ 

• Voht * 54 J ‘ 

■ - - SOUTH' 

e - - 

• 9.AQJ7 3 
yo :• • 

■1 A KQXt.2 

The bKkfing: v. . - 


South 

West 

North East 

If, 

Pas*; 

1 * -Pass 

3-S?. : 

^•ftas- 

4 * 

F» 

4 O 

ta 

4 9' 

Pa* 

7 #- . 

Pa* 

Pa* 

Paw 


Opening lead: King of * - - 

Don’t frown on a hand because 
you think it *s unprepossessing. Yon 
never know what untold riches you 
might he able to harvest. 

Suae two-suited hands are noto¬ 
riously difficult to bid, if you play 
weak two-bids with two dabs as 
your only farce, South decided,' cor- 
retiy in our opinion, to open one 
dab, then showed his strength with 
a jump in hearts. After North’s dab 
preference. South cue-bid his ace of 
diamonds and then leaped to the 


grand shun when his partner felt 
obliged to coe-bid hearts in 
response. 

West led the king of spades and, 
with a 2-1 trump break, declarer 
would have been able to claim his 
contract- Even if hearts were 5-2, be 
would be able to draw tramps, dis¬ 
card dummy's diamond losers on 
the hearts and ruff a diamond anda 
heart on the table. But what if die 
breaks were unfriendly? 

• Declarer made bis first fine play 
when he cuffed the spade lead high. 
A trump to the board's seven re¬ 
vealed the break, but South had an 
elegant counter—a dummy reversal. 

Declarer ruffed another spade 
high, crossed to a trump and ruffed 
a third spade high. The king of 
hearts provided the entry to raff a 
fourth spade with declarer's remain- 
big trump: The rest was easy. 

Declarer crossed to dummy with a 
heart ruff and drew the last trump, 
discarding a diamond from hand. 
He had left only three high hearts 
and the ace of diamonds. 

So the grand slam came home 
thanks to dummy scoring five 
tricks—the king of hearts and four 
trampsl Those, together with four 
spade raffs, three hearts and the ace 
of diamonds in the closed hand 
brought declarer’s total to 13. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Worthy says defense will be key 

INGLEWOOD, California (AP) — James Worthy was very 
offensive in Los Angeles' series opening victory over Phoenix, but 
he says defense will be the key in the Lakers-Suns National 
Basketball Association western conference showdown. “Both 
teams respect each other and both teams are prepared.” Worthy 
said as the Lakers prepared for Tuesday night’s second game of 
the best-of-7 series, at the forum. “It’s going to be a defensive 
series.” Worthy scored 32 points Saturday as the Lakers beat the 
Suns 127-119 in the opener. Los Angeles coach Pat Riley, whose 
team split the regular-season series 3-3 with the Suns, losing all 
three games at Phoenix by lopsided scores, said the first game of 
die Western Conference championship playoffs reaffirmed bis 
respect for Cotton Fitzsimmons' team. “We found out just how 
great a team Phoenix is,” Riley said. “You can’t have a lapse 
against them.” 

Barcelona calls up 2,000 police for final 

BARCELONA (R) — Helicopters, horses and 2,000 police will 
be used in Barcelona to channel fans to and from Wednesday’s 
European Cup final, a local government spokesman said. About 
80,000 AC MUan fans are expected in the aty for the final against 
Steaua Bucharest of Romania, in what the Italian club has called 
the biggest migration of fens in soccer history. “With traffic police 
and everything, there’ll be about 2,000 police on duty,” spokes¬ 
man Jose RoscD said. A special brigade of crowd control police 
would be held in reserve but was expected to intervene only in 
emergency. He declined to say how many men made up the 
brigade. Thousands of AC Milan fans had already arrived in the 
Mediterranean port dty by Tuesday morning, forming a colourful 
band of red and black shirts and scarves along its main avenues. 
But there was little sign of support for the Romanians. 

McEnroe pulls out of French Open 

PARIS (R) — Former world number one John McEnroe, the 
beaten finalist in 1984, has pulled out of the French Open tennis 
championships starting Monday because of back problems. 
Officials of the Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) said 
Tuesday McEnroe, currently ranked seventh, bad not recovered 
from the pains that kept him out of the Italian Open last week. 
McEnroe, 30, who has won Wimbledon three times and collected 
four U.S. Open titles, has never won the French Open, the major 
clay-court championship. 

Director defeats club in sex 
discrimination dispute 

BLACKPOOL, Enlgnad (AP) — A woman soccer dub director 
claimed victory Monday in a sex discrimination dispute after she 
was refused entry to a rival boardroom’s drinks party. Vicki 
Oyston, a director of English third division club Blackpool, 
received a letter from lawyers acting for fourth division Tranmere 
Rovers admitting they had broken the law. Tranmere officials 
said they realised they had been wrong in refusing Oyston 
admission when her fellow directors were invited for drinks 
during the Uttlewoods Cup tie between the two dubs last 
November. Oyston, wife of the Blackpool chairman Owen 
Oyston, said she was now' dropping legal action which she had 
mounted with the support of the equal opportunities commission. 
“It was important for me to establish that their action was illegal,” 
she said. “It will help to ensure that this kind of discrimination 
never happens again to a woman at any other football dub.” 
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Lendl leads seedings 


HOROSCOPE 

by Thomas Pierson, Astrologer, Carroff Rlghter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Nerves may be tense today which 
leads to cranky dispositions, 
unusual attitudes, and responses. 
Objective thinking is Influenced by 
strung-out feelings and emotions. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19 Your 
in tendons and philosophies are 
tested. A loss brings sorrow. Your 
spiritual life takes on more mean- 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} 
Pressures at work can rock the 
boat This day highlights expres¬ 
sions of goodwill and sensitivities 
toward tbs opposite sex. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 211 
Make the first move to show 
somaona where your true fadings 
are. Take action to implement the 
ideas you are thinking about. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jens 22 to 
M 21) You mav be Hrklng some 
emotional wounds. Traveling with 
the fast crowd may be dis¬ 
appointing. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Worry 
over a work situation is un¬ 
necessary. Drop an activity that is 
at cross purposes and interferes 
with family and career. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Finances need a review before the 


month ends. Other people's 
demands ravage your personal 
organization. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Your 
creativity attracts yon to color, 
fashion, and a longing to update 
your lifestyle. Conserve energy — 
stay with basics: 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 

Romantic interests are pushing for¬ 
ward. It is naive to t hink that a 
stubborn associate wiD c han g e his 
or her attitude. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
21) When superiors take on a hard- 
boiled attitude, tendons can mount 
A friend helps resolve a family mat¬ 
ter. Shopping is an adventure. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
You get a reward for your patience 
and loyalty. Reunite with an old 
friend about whom you have been 
thinking. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Fmandsi setbacks occur because of 
poor planning. Cash and bank bal¬ 
ances reflect past indulgent fad- 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) — 
Steaua Bucharest, Romania’s 
champion army soccer team and a 
pet love of some of president 
Nicoiae Ceausescu’s closest rela¬ 
tives, is striving bard to meet an 
order win the European cham¬ 
pions’ cup for the second time. 

The odds for the May 24 final 
in Barcelona against AC MUan 
are formidable after the Italian 
squad, propelled by Dutch star 
Frank Rijkaard, trounced Real 
Madrid 5-0 at borne last month. 

“It will be a very tough game 
but Milan is a team which suits us 
because they play the same tech¬ 
nical football, with less emphasis 
on physical stamina and force as 
German dubs,” Steaua coach An 
ghel Iordanescu, whose team won 
the trophy in 1986, told the 
Romanian sports paper Sportul. 

Neither will Romania's com¬ 
munist authorities, who regaled 
the Steaua players after their 
triumph three years ago with 
Romanian-made jeeps and hefty 
suras of money plus other pri¬ 
vileges. 

Tnis time, the prize for winning 
the cup is rumoured to be a 
Western-made Sedan, sources 
said. 

The military club, run 6y 
Romania’s Defence Ministry, was 
set up after the communist 
takeover in 1948 and is a sports 
powerhouse in the traditional 
Soviet bloc mold. 

Apart from its victory in the 
1986 final, the team's history in 
European Cups has been void of 
notable feats. Before then, 
Steaua never went further than 
the quarterfinals in the three 
European dub soccer competi¬ 
tions. 

In the last three years, howev¬ 
er, things have changed as the 
players were showered with 

financi al s timulan ts — theoreti¬ 
cally they have amateur status — 
and special assistance from one of 
Ceausescu’s brothers, Die, an 
army general and deputy defense 
minister. 

The team followed its cham¬ 
pions cup triumph by winning the 
European Super Cup the follow¬ 
ing year. 

One of the best players Steaua 
recently is midfielder Gheoighe 
Hagi, 24, whose technical skills 
and powerful long-range shooting 
are a threat for any goalie. 

Another promising player is 
right back Dan Petrescu, 22, 
whose overlapping incursions 
down the right flank usually sow 
panic through the defence of the 
opposing team. 

Last December Steaua lost one 
of the main “pillars” in its de¬ 
fence, Miodrag Belodedic, who 
defected to Yngoslavia and 
signed a four-year contract with 
Red Star. 

Belodedic, of Serbian extrac¬ 
tion, played as a central back for 
Steaua inthe 1986 Seville final 
against Barcelona, and also had 
19 caps for the national team. 

A tall, lean defender who was 
dubbed "hello” for his good 
looks and elegant playing style, 
be will have to wait one year util 
be is eligible to play for his new 
team. 

Mindful of this and other possi¬ 
ble defections in future, Roma¬ 
nia’s leading sports officials are 
considering tying players to their 
teams by professional contracts 
rather than by amateur rules, 
making defection to dubs abroad 
more difficult. 


PARIS (AP) — Three-time 
champion Ivan Lendl of Czechos¬ 
lovakia tops the men's seedings 
for the 4.5 million dollar French 
Open tennis tournament based 
on weekly rankings released 
Monday. 

Bat Lendl will have to watch 
out for no. 12 seed, Alberto 
Mandni of Argentine, currently 
the hottest player on clay. 

The second Grand Slam 
tournament of the year begins 
May 29 and continues through 
June 11. It offers $291,752 to the 
men’s winner of the event on the 
red day courts of Roland Garros 
stadium. 

Barring any last minute with¬ 
drawals, 16 of the top 20 players 
in the world are entered. 

Official seedings are expected 
to be announced at the draw 
Friday, but the tournament custo¬ 
marily follows in order the com¬ 
puter rankings of the Association 
of Tennis Professionals. 

Lendl won the French Open in 
2984, 1986 and 1987 but lost last 
year in the quarterfinals. Mats 
Wilander of Sweden, who took 
over the no. 1 ranking from Lendl 
for four months after winning the 
U.S. Open in September, took 
the 1988 French title to add to his 


crowns from 1982 and 1985. 

Wilander took three Grand 
Slam titles last year but has been 
off form over the past nine 
months. He has not won a 
tournament since the U.S. Open. 

Lendl regained the top spot 
after winning the first Grand 
Slam tournament of die year,the 
Australian Open in January, and 
has established himself as the 
favourite. He has won four other 
tournaments including Key Bis- 
cayne, another two-week tourna¬ 
ment. 

Lendl should be seeded first in 
Paris with Boris Becker second, 
Stefan Edberg of Sweden third 
and Wilander fourth. Americans 
Andre Agassi, John McEnroe 
and Tim Mayotte figure to be 
seeded fifth, sixth and eighth with 
Swiss Jakob Hlasek seventh. 

Henri Leconte of France, who 
lost in last year’s final to Wilan¬ 
der, is recovering from a back 
operation and is not entered this 
year. Also out is Thomas Muster 
of Austria, no. 6 m the latest 
rankings but recovering from a 
car accident that injured his leg. 

The most-watched player re¬ 
cently is Mandni, who woo the 
I talian Open on Sunday to go 


along with the Monte Carlo title 
he took in April, both on day. 

The 20-year-old Argentine beat 
Becker and Wilander on succes¬ 
sive days in Monte Carlo and 
American Andre Agassi in 
Rome. 

Mandni jumped from no. 31 to 
no. 13 in the rankings by winning 
the two tournaments. But be has 
been erratic, losing in the first 
round of the Hamburg tourna¬ 
ment between Monte Carlo and 
Rome. He also lost to Edberg at 
Munich in the quarterfinals. 

In Manctni’s only other Grand 
Slam appearance, he lost in the 
first round of the French Open 
last year. 

Barring late changes, Mandni 
should be seeded 12th, behind 
Mfloslav Mecir of Czechoslova¬ 
kia, American Jimmy Connors 
and Swede Kent Cartsson. Then 
come Emilio Sanchez of Spain, 
Yannick Noah of France, and 
Aaron Krickstein and Michael 
Chang of the United States. 

But Mecir, Carisson, Sanchez 
and Noah, who won in 1983, all 
have had to withdraw from recent 
tournaments because of various 
injuries and might still be forced 
to drop out of the French Open. 


Magic Johnson voted award 


NEW YORK (AP) — Magic 
Johnson, who led the Los 
Angeles Lakers to their eighth 
consecutive division title this sea¬ 
son, today was honoured with his 
second National Basketball Asso- 
tiation most valuable player 
award. 

Johnson, also the league’s reg¬ 
ular-season MVP in 1987, tms 
time edged Michael Jordan of the 
Chicago Bulls in the closest vot¬ 
ing since 1981. 

Johnson received 42 Vi first- 
place votes and a total of 644.5 
points in the balloting of 85 media 
representatives. Jordan, the 
MVP last year, received 27 Vi 
first-place votes and a total of 
598.8 points. 

The voting was the closest since 
Julius Erving finished ahead of 
Larry Bird by just 31 points, 454 
to 423. in 1981. 

Each voter cast a ballot for five 
players, in order, with points 


given on a 10-7-5-3-1 basis. 

Karl Malone of the Utah Jazz 
finished third in the balloting this 
year with 362 points, including 
five fiist-place votes. 

Next came Patrick Ewing of 
the New York Knicks with 200 
points and eight first-place votes, 
followed by Akeen Olajuwon of 
the Houston Rockets, with 179.3 
points, including two first-place 
votes. 

Johnson finished third in the 
MVP balloting a year ago behind 
Jordan and Boston's Bird. 

The Laker guard led the NBA 
in triple doubles—double figures 
in scoring, assists and rebounds 
— with 17 this season. He also 
topped the league in free throw 
percentage at .911 and made .509 
of his field goal attempts, joining 
Bird as the only player to surpass 
50 per cent from the field and 90 
per cent from the line in the same 
year. 


"Winning, that’s what it’s all 
about,” Johnson said in a MVP 
release from tin; NBA. “I may 
not be the greatest, but I' If teD 
you what: I’ve got a whole lot 
more diamonds (m championship 
rings) than a lot of guys who play' 
this game and that's all I’m con¬ 
cerned about. 

“That’s how I want to be re¬ 
membered.” 

Since joining the Lakers in 
1979, Johnson has helped them 
win five NBA titles, including 
consecutive championships in 
1987 and 1988. The Lakers, bid¬ 
ding for three in a row, currently 
are ahead 1-0 in their Western 
Conference title round against 
the Phoenix Suns. 

“Magic is the best player 
around; I don’t think there’s any 
question about that,” Laker 
coach Pat Riley said. “He’s a 
winner. He does whatever is 
needed to win.” 


England debuts for Clough, 
Fashanu against Chile 


LONDON (AP) — Wimbledon 
centerforward John Fashanu and 
Nottingham Forest striker Nigel 
Clough gained their first senior 
England soccer squad places 
Monday as they were named in 
the squad to face Chile at Wemb¬ 
ley Tuesday. 

The two attackers were among 
12 players chosen by national 
manager Bobby Robson for the 
Rous Cup game against the South 
Americans. The Rous Cup is a 
three-cornered friendly competi¬ 
tion between Chile, England and 
Scotland which the nations view 
as a warm-up for the world cup. 

Paul Gascoigne of Tottenham 
Hotspur and Queen’s Park Ran¬ 
gers defender Paul Parker were 
also given their first senior starts. 

Clough, who has been his 
club’s top scorer for the last four 
years, follows in the footsteps of 
his father Brian, the Forest mana¬ 
ger, who made two England 


appearances 30 years ago. 

Fashanu becomes the. first 
Wimbledon player to play for the 
full England side. 

With Gary Lineker and Peter 
Beardsley among the players un¬ 
available and Tony Cottee still 
recovering from his FA Cup 
appearance last Saturday, Rob¬ 
son had no option but to field 
Clough and Fashanu together. 

“We are in just a little bit of 
bother, but in fact it’s not a bad 
looking team and we have man¬ 
aged to keep the shape although 
we might have to nail Gascoigne 
to the toughline,” Robson said. 

Gascoigne came in for light¬ 
hearted criticism from his nation¬ 


al manager after going on as 
substitute in last month’s 5-0 
World Cup qualifier against 
Albania. 

The Spars player finished op 
trying to run things all over the 
field, although he was more res¬ 
trained when he played in a simi¬ 
lar position for the B team against 
Switzerland and Iceland last 
week. 

Clough has already played 15 
times for the England under 21 
team. 

The Fit giararf (hub jg» 

Shilton, Parker, Walker, 
Butcher or Wright, Pearce, 
Webb, Robson, Gascoigne, 
Cloogh, Fashanu, Waddle. 


Lewis to quit 200 metres 

SAO PAULO (R) — Carl Lewis is to abandon the 200 metres to 
pursue world records in the long jump and 100 metres. The 
double gold medallist from the Seoul Olympics said Sunday he 
expected to continue in athletics for another five years and hoped 
to compete in two events at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. 
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Mao portrait vandalised amid calls for resignation of Li 


Peking protests continue 
as hapless army withdraws 


PEKING (R) — Troops withdrew from many 
positions on the capital’s outskirts Tuesday as 
100,000 marchers, undaunted by rain, chanted their 
hatred of hardline Premier Li Peng who sent the 
military to suppress their revolt. 


The eocus of the marchers' 
hatred, the 61-year-old Li, was 
widely reported to be locked in a 
power struggle with the Com¬ 
munist Party's reformist wing 
headed by party leader Zhao 
Ziyang. But the eventual out¬ 
come of the struggle was as mur¬ 
ky as the capital's weather, which 
suddenly changed from brilliant 
sunshine to thunderstorms as the' 
marchers moved do wn Pe king's 
Avenue of Eternal Peace. 

During the march, three men 
splattered paint on the world- 
famous portrait of the late Chair¬ 
man Mao Tsetung on Tiananmen 
Gate, the Gate of the Heavenly 
Peace, overlooking the city's cen¬ 
tral square. 

Students quickly denied re¬ 
sponsibility and by mid-evening 
the defaced portrait was replaced 
by another. 

“We want democracy not 
tanks .” shouted the protesters 
from all segments of Chinese life 
— students, workers, profession¬ 
als, even employees of govern¬ 
ment ministries. 

Li, a pudgy Moscow-trained 
engineer, imposed martial law on 


Peking Saturday and ordered 
troops to quell a student-led re¬ 
volt that has touched off the 
biggest wave of anti-government 
protests across Oiina since the 
communists took power in 1949. 

Troop columns, some backed 
by armour, advanced as far as the 
city's suburbs and were immobil¬ 
ised by huge crowds of Pekin ge is 
who pleaded with the tro >ps not 
to advance on the city centre to 
enforce martial law. 

State television’s evening news 
bulletin broadcast an interview 
with an army captain sitting 
amidst his heavily armed troops 
on the outskirts of the capital. 

“We will never shoot the peo¬ 
ple," the officer said. “We are 
very tolerant." 

But the official New China 
News Agency transmitted a hard¬ 
line statement from a spokesman 
of the “army martial law enforce¬ 
ment headquarters” harshly criti¬ 
cising the “handful of people with 
ulterior motives” who have 
blocked the troops. 

In another confusing signal 
perhaps reflecting the disarray of 
China's ruling elite, the govern¬ 


ment Tuesday evening allowed 
foreign television networks to re¬ 
sume live broadcasts from Pek¬ 
ing. Live transmissions were cut 
Saturday. 

The current popular revolt be¬ 
gan May 13 when 1,000 students 
began a week-long hangar strike 
for democratic reforms in Pek¬ 
ing's 40-bectare main Tiananmen 
Square. 

Tuesday afternoon’s march 
down the main street of the capit¬ 
al, the Avenue of Eternal Peace, 
began in brilliant late-spring sun¬ 
shine with marchers chanting “Li 
Peng is an enemy of the people.” 

One marcher carried a pole 
from which was suspended a toy 
monkey hanged by its neck. A 
placard on the stuffed animal 
read: “Li Peng." 

After the dramatic defacement 
of Mao’s portrait, one of Chinese 
communism's most revered icons, 
workmen hurriedly covered it' 
with a canvas tarpaulin. A few 
minutes later, the sky suddenly 
darkened, lightning flashed and 
driving rain soaked the square. 

Eyewitnesses said three sus¬ 
pects were seized by students, 
and — in an illustration of who is 
in control of Peking — were 
brought to the student high com¬ 
mand on the Monument to the 
Peoples Heroes in the centre of 
the Square. 

The three men, who students 
said were from the central pro¬ 


vince of Hunan, were interro¬ 
gated for about 30 minutes, para¬ 
ded around the Square by student 
marshals and then apparently re¬ 
leased. 

Virtually the only uniformed 
official presence in the heart of 
Peking are the white-uniformed 
traffic police, and even they have 
been assisted in their duties by 
students. 

State television reported on 
Tuesday that life in Peking was 
relatively normal with most pub¬ 
lic transport running near usual 
schedules. 

Subway services, cut since 
Saturday, were partly restored 
Tuesday and would be fully oper¬ 
ational by Wednesday, it said. 

Leading inteDectuals from Chi¬ 
na’s most famous think-tank, the 
niinw Academy of Sciences, 
led Tuesday’s protest. They ac¬ 
cused Li of staging a military 
coup in his straggle against Zhao. 

“People unite and break the 
militaristic coup,” read one post¬ 
er. “Bury the cult of the indi¬ 
vidual. End old peoples' poli¬ 
tics,” read another. 

A bus designed by the Central 
Academy of Fine Arts broadcast 
for a free press. A painting on the* 
bus showed red lips crisscrossed 
by two rifles. “We will not be 
silenced,’’ read one slogan. 

The rain ended most of the 
protest suddenly. 


Italian probe hints at bomb behind 1980 disaster 


ROME (R) — An Italian Com¬ 
mission of Inquiry has revived 
a possibility that a bomb, not a 
missile. Mew up an airliner 
over the Mediterranean in 1980 
killing 81 people. 

The government commission 
afro criticised Libya for giving 
“evasive responses’’ to its in¬ 
quiries, according to a sum¬ 
mary of the report released 
Monday by the office of care¬ 
taker Prime Minister Ciriaco 
de Mita. 

It sod Libya was the only 
country to he qnestioned which 


had not excluded having aircraft 
m the area when a DC-9 of the 
now-defunct domestic airline 
Itavia broke up over the sea 
near the island of Ustica, off the 
coast of Sicily, in June 1980. 

The commission’s conclu¬ 
sions conflicted with the find¬ 
ings of six crash and explosives 
experts who reported to a 
magistrate investigating the 
case in March that the plane 
was hit by an air-to-air mfrsfle. 

The experts exclude the 
theory of a bomb on board. 
They said they could not iden¬ 


tify who fired the missile. 

The government commission 
said the crash was earned “by 
an explosive object-" 

It said the experts’ conclu¬ 
sion about the missfle should be 
taken into due consideration. 
But it added: “The theory that 
the accident was caused by an 
explosive device aboard the 
plane cannot be discarded.” 

It described as “somewhat 
precarious” security at Bolog¬ 
na air por t on the night the 
plane .left for Palermo. 

The commission said there* 


were no North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) air or 
sea manoeuvres in the area at 
the time. 

It ruled out any link between 
the DC-9 crash and the discov¬ 
ery later of a crashed Libyan 
MiG-23 figfctw in the moun¬ 
tains of southern Italy. 

The separate jwfidal inquiry 
by the investigating magistr ate 
is stiD under way. 

Defence Minister Valerio 
Zanone has said inquiries show 
the Italian armed forces could 
not have shot down the plane. 


NATO chief favours 
limited SNF talks 


MOSCOW (R) — Former Krem¬ 
lin number two Yegor Ligachev, 
implicated in a widening probe 
into top-level corruption, has ac¬ 
cused investigators of trying to 
discredit the Communist Party 
leadership. 

In a statement to the party's 
Central Committee reported by 
the Soviet news agency TASS 
Tuesday, Ligachev attacked 
Nikolai Ivanov, an investigator at 
the Soviet prosecutor's office who 
caused a storm this mouth by 
saying Ligachev was under inves¬ 
tigation. 

“I regard this assertion as a 
provocation and malicious inven¬ 
tion,” Ligachev told Monday’s 
plenary session of the policy- 
making Central Committee which 
was otherwise devoted to this 
week’s inaugural session of the 
new Soviet Parliament. 

“The assertion was made in 
order to discredit the current 
party leadership and for the pur¬ 
pose of political career.” he 
added, saying the accusations 
affected not only his own honour 
and dignity but also that of the 
ruling Politburo. 

I would request the party Polit¬ 
buro to examine these facts,” 
Ligachev said. 

A growing political controversy 
has been raging in the last few 
weeks over Ivanov and his boss, 



Yegor Ligachev 

Telman Gdlyan, in what has been 
described by Yegor Yakovlev, 
the editor of the newspaper Mos¬ 
cow News, as a Watergate-m-the- 
making." 

The two, both elected to the 
new parliament, have drawn 
enormous public support with 
their massive corruption probe 
which led to the conviction in 
December of Yuri Churbanov, 
son-in-law of former leader 
Leonid Brezhnev. 

The six-year-old investigation 
was initially centred on organised 
crime in Uzbekistan, in Soviet 
central Asia. 

But the authorities have now 
accused the investigators of “rude 
violations of Socialist legality” 
and ordered an investigation into 
their methods. 


Undeterred by outcry, 
pageant marches on 


CANCUN, Mexico (R) —Unde¬ 
terred by feminist outcry and 
motivated by a $300,000 jackpot 
76 young women from around the 
globe compete for the title of 
‘Miss Universe’ Tuesday night in 
one of the world’s great beauty 
pageants. 

Is a commercial television 
event organisers say will reach 
more than 600 million viewers in 
over 60 countries, the contestants 
have few illusions about what is in 
store for them. 

“Its a job just like any job. You 
can’t walk around with your bead 
in the air t hinking Tm the most 
beautiful woman in the world’. 
With another jnry there would be 
another ‘Miss Universe,’ front¬ 
runner Angela Visser, 22, the 
current Miss Holland, told Reu¬ 
ters. 

Even Miss El Salvador, repre¬ 
senting a country known more for 
its violence than its flowers, seeks 
to send a national message while 
enjoying the rasamatazz sur¬ 
rounding the international con- 


“I want to show a different face 
of my country. We have to find 
something good to say about it,” 
said 19-year-old Lucia Lopez, a 
nutrition student from San Sal¬ 
vador. 

The “cattle market” label pin¬ 
ned by feminists on contests such 
as Miss Universe annoys many of 
the women gathered here to re¬ 
veal their charms to a world 
audience. 

‘It’s family entertainment, its 
not harming anyone, it’s a shame 
(that there should be such ani¬ 
mosity), said Andrea Jones, 23, 
Miss Wales. 

Living for a month in Cancan, 
devastated by hurricane Gilbert 
last September, the young 
women all emphasise the 
friendships they have made dur¬ 
ing their time together. 

“The only problem is that tire 
grils get side easily. It must be 
the heat,” said Cynthia Yuk Lui 
Cheung, 19, Miss Hong Kong. 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) Secretary-General 
Manfr ed Woemer sard in an in¬ 
terview published Tuesday he 
favoured talks with the East bloc 
to reduce short-range nuclear 
weapons but did not want them 
eliminated altogether. 

Woerner’s comments, in an in¬ 
terview with La Libre Belgique 
newspaper, appeared as the 
NATO allies strove to hammer 
out a compromise over short- 
range nuclear forces (SNF) 
weapons to preserve unity at a 
NATO summit here May 29 and 
30. 

The United States and West 
Germany, key players in the dis¬ 
pute, have exchanged proposals 
for a compromise on whether, 
and when, talks should be held 
with the Soviet bloc to cut SNF 
weapons. 

Woeroer, a former West Ger¬ 
man defence minister, suggested 
linking such talks to negotiations 
in Vienna on cuttig conventional 
weapons stocks. 

“My feeling is that it would be 
very useful to establish a link 
between the Vienna negotiations 
and those that might take place 
on die SNF,” be said. 

But he opposed the elimination 
of all NATO’s short-range nuc¬ 
lear weapons, which indude mis¬ 
siles ana artillery. 

r 

“The SNF are part of a strategy 
of the allian ce which has pre¬ 
vented not only nuclear wars but 
also conventional wars. We need 
a miy of conventional and nuclear 
weapons not to cause wars but to 
prevent them. 

“The SNF represent an iropor-' 
taut and irreplaceable part of our 
arsenal.” he said. 


Woemer said he was hopeful a 
solution to tiie SNF dispute could 
be worked out before the NATO 
summit The United States and 
West Germany are due to hold 
high-level contacts at the 
weekend. 

West Germany, where most of 
NATO’s short-range arms are de¬ 
ployed, has ran foul of the United 
States and Britain by seeking a 
delay in modernising the 
alliance's 88 Lance launchers and 
by pressing for speedy talks to 
reduce SNF weapons to lower, 
equal levels. 

A proposed U.S. compromise 
would put off until 1992 any 
NATO decision on deploying a 
new short-range missile. But 
Bonn would have to drop its 
demand for early SNF talks in 
favour of negotiations after prog¬ 
ress had been achieved at the 
Vienna conventional arms talks. 

West German ChanceUoT Hel¬ 
mut Kohl has said he win main¬ 
tain contact with U.S. President 
George Bush in hopes of solving 
the dispute. 

Kohl told reporters Monday he 
had sent a letter to Bush and 
expeetd to telephone the presi¬ 
dent this week for further discus¬ 
sions on the missile issue which 
NATO leaders seek to defuse 
before the summit. 

Bush predicted Sunday the Un¬ 
ited States and West Germany 
would be able to reach a com¬ 
promise on die dispute before the 
affiance leaders meet in Brussels. 

Kohl told reporters after talks 
in Bonn with Spanish Prime 
Munster Felipe Gonzalez, as ally 
in the missile row: “We are still in 
the course of discussions with our 
partners in NATO and so I will 
not talk about it publicly here.” 












1 T" vfefc' ^ > 

1 i f 11' e • 

ii;ri:T§i 


■i “jtu • &P: 





A 14-YEAR-OLD cancer patient is coi^brted by Ms 
mother as be wafts in sweltering- summer beat 
outside one of New Delhi’s hospitals where junior 


doctors are on indefinite strike. The boy, who fives 
400 km from D eflri, is one of thousands of pa tients 
hit by a strike for more money by doctors. 


Striking doctors put up 
makeshift clinics in Delhi 
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NEW DELHI (AP) — Striking 
government doctors are treating 
patients at makeshift clinics out¬ 
ride major hospitals and distri¬ 
buting free medicines as negotia¬ 
tions continued to end their 
weeldong agitation for more pay. 

Dr. Rohit Parasher, a strike 
leader, told reporters Monday 
the clinics were operated “as an 
expression of our deep anguish 
and concern for our patients.” 

The indefinite strike that began 
Tuesday by about 5,000 doctors 
has forced government hospitals 
to turn away many patients be¬ 
cause of insufficient medical staff. 

Parasher said more than 4,000 
people came for treatment in the 
make-shift dinics. set up in tents 
outride nine of the city's 11 hos¬ 
pitals. Usually, about 32.000 peo¬ 
ple visit outpatient departments 
of the hospitals every day, he 
said. 


Free medicines were given to 
the patients and the dinics will be. 
operated until the strike ends, he 
said. 

He said a doctors’ team repre¬ 
senting more than 5,000 physi¬ 
cians was meeting Health Minis¬ 
try officials. A ministry offirial, 
who cannot be identified under 
briefing rules, confirmed discus- 
sons were underway but gave no 
details. 

Earlier wage negotiations en¬ 
ded in a deadlock last Monday 
and the next day more than 3,500 
doctors in Delhi walked off. 
More than 1,400 doctors at gov¬ 
ernment hospitals also went on 
strike in the cities of Chandigarh, 
Pondicherry, Ban ants and Ali¬ 
garh. 

Parasher said the last round of 
talks held late Sunday ended “on 
a positive note, but it would be 
premature to make any commit¬ 


ment.” 

The strikers are asking for pay 
raises, higher allowances for not 
being allowed to maintain private 
practices and firm schedules for 
promotion. 

The striking doctors are junior 
hospital staffers. Nearly all are 
resident physicians. Emergency 
cases have been handled by 
senior doctors since die strike 
began. 

The doctors are asking for an 
increase of 850 rupees ($53) a 
mouth in their pay. They now 
earn between 3,200 rupees ($200) 
and 4,300 rupees ($269) a month. 

They also want the government 
to increase their allowance for 
not maintaining private practice 
from 250 rupees ($16) a month to 
650 rupees ($40). Doctors work¬ 
ing for the government are not 
allowed to have private practices 
to supplement their incomes. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


200 radicals held in Seoul 

SEOUL (AP) — About 200 people were arrested 
after the government deployed some 10,000 riot 
police Tuesday to block protests by radical 
students calling for the expulsion of U.S. troops 
from South Korea. Thousands of riot troopers in 
green combat fatigues blanketed the centre of 
Seoul, standing guard along main streets and 
ringing the U.S. embassy and key government 
buddings. Students who tried to show up for a 
rally at city hall were seized and there were no 
reports of any dashes. Police headquarters said 
about 200 radicals had been arrested. 

Ethiopian protest foiled 

NAIROBI (AP) — Armed police stymied an 
attemtpt by students to march in the streets of 
Ethiopia’s capital Monday, then sealed off both 
campuses of the University of Addis Ababa, 
residents and diplomatic sources said. The 
attempted demonstration came four days after 
President Mengistu Haile Mariam's government 
crashed a coup attempt led by senior military 
staff. One Western diplomat, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity, said there were reports that 
some students were taken to the hospital after 
being beaten by police with truncheons. The 
diplomat said details of the demonstration were 
sketchy, bat that some protesters carried banners 
critical of Mengistu. “The students gathered 
inride the campus, but when they tried to go into 
the streets, armed police pushed them back,” 
said another diplomat interviewed by phone from 
neighbouring Kenya. “All the workers were 
ordered off the campuses and police remained at 
the gates.” 

Von Weizsaecker reelected 

BONN (AP) — President Richard von Weiz¬ 
saecker was reelected with much pomp but only 
symbolic opposition to a second five-year term as 
head of state Tuesday, the eve of West Ger-’ 
many’s 40th birthday celebration. A special 
assembly of legislators and appointed electors 
that is convened every five years rejected the 
69-year-old Christian Democrat with 881 votes of 
the 1,022 cast, or 86.2 per cent. Although he had 
no opposition in the contest, von Wrizsaecker’s 
share of the vote still fell short of that awarded to 
Theodor Heuss in the contested presidential 
election of 1954, when the first West German 
president was reelected to a second term with 
88.2 per cent. 


Soviet journalist rejects charge 

LONDON (R) — A Soviet journalist who is 
among 11 Soviets expelled by Britain has denied 
he is a spy and challenged the British government 
to explain why it was ordering him out. Britain 
told eight diplomats and three journalists to leave 
last Friday and said it had inco n tro ver tible 
evidence that they were guilty of unacceptable 
activities, a euphemism for spying. Three other 
Soviet diplomats we told not to return and 
Britain, denying its move was a return to cold war 
attitudes, has warned Moscow to curb its espion¬ 
age activities. Moscow responded by expelling a 
similar number of Britons. “I was posted here as 
a journalist and worked as a journalist. To 
suggest I am a spy is absolute nonsense”Igor 
Peskov, political correspondent of the official 
Soviet TASS news agency, told a reporter. 

Camp David crasher charged 

BALTIMORE (AP) — A psychiatric evaluation 
has been ordered for a Maryland woman who 
said she crashed her car through the gate at Camp 
David because Iranians told her to Kill Vice- 
President Dan Quayle, authorities said Monday. 
May Louise Tasler, 48, was arrested and hospital¬ 
ised after the incident the evening of May 10 at 
-die presidential retreat in the Catoctin Moun¬ 
tains. No guests were at Camp David at the time. 
According to court papers filed in U.S. district 
court here, Tasler told authorities: “My I ranian 
friends, they are forcing me to do it, to kill the 
vice president.” Investigators said Tasler, who 
lives within blocks of Camp David, had been 
dating an Iraqi diplomat for at least a month. She 
was charged with knowingly and willfully thre¬ 
a te ning the life of the vice president, which 
carries a maximum penalty on conviction of five 
years in prison and a $1,000. 

Mitterrand chides Fitzwater 

BOSTON (R) — French President Francois 
Mitterrand gave President George Bush's chief 
spokesman a mild scolding Sunday for likening 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to a ‘drugstore 
cowboy.” “I thin k one must be wary of carica¬ 
tures. Mr. Gorbachev is worth very much more 
than that,” Mitterrand said when asked at a joist 
news conference with Bush about spokesman 
Marlin Fitzwater’s wisecrack. The White House 
spokesman applied the description “drugstore 
cowboy” — American slang for phoney — to 
Gorbachev last week in expressing U.S. wariness 
about the Kremlin chiefs anus control proposals. 


New approach may eliminate mastectomies 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP)—By 
shrinking tumors with medicine 
before surgery, doctors may be 
able to eliminate most mastec¬ 
tomies as the standard treat¬ 
ment for breast cancer, a lead¬ 
ing cancer researcher said 
Monday. 

Dr. Gianni Bonadoima of the 
National Cancer Institute of 
Italy said his study showed that 
the new approach could elimin¬ 
ate the need for mastectomies 
in 87 per cent of women who 
otherwise would have had this 
mutilating surgery. 

In recent years, doctors have 
slowly switched to removing 
just the lump, not the whole 
breast, when die tumor is small. 
However, this conservative 
surgery is not usually consi¬ 


dered posable when tumors are 
large. 

The latest strategy involves 
shrinking big tumors first with 
chemotherapy so they are small, 
enough to be taken out with a 
breast-saving operation called a 
lumpectomy, which generally 
leaves about three-quarters of 
the breast intact. The che¬ 
motherapy is the same as that 
commonly used after surgeTy. 

The procedure was outlined 
by Bonadoima at the annual- 
meeting of the American Socie¬ 
ty of Clinical Oncology. 

Bonadoima predicted that by 
1994, the lOOtn anniversary of 
the radical mastectomy, this 
common operation “will be 
very, very rare.” 


Surgeons frequently recom¬ 
mend against trying to spare 
breasts containing larger 
tumours because too little heal¬ 
thy tissue is left to save and 
because they fear the cancer 
will be more likely to spread to 
other parts of tire body. 

So for, Bonadoima and col¬ 
leagues in Italy have used the 
new procedure on 97 patients 
beginning in January 1988. 
Although none of their cancers 
have returned, other experts 
caution that much longer fol- 
Iow-up will be necessary to 
know whether this approach is 
as good as mastectomies at sav¬ 
ing lives. 

Despite recent studies show¬ 
ing that for small tumors, at 
least, breast-sparing surgery 


appears to be safe, some physi¬ 
cians remain sceptical. 

“I think there is still a lot of 
place for mastectomy,” because 
the chances of cure may be 
better, commented Dr. Hendre 
Falkson of the University of 
Pretoria in' South Africa. 

While cautious, some other 
physicians said they found 
Bonadonna’s findings intri¬ 
guing. 

'This challenges the conven¬ 
tional treatment/' said Dr. 
Nikolay Dimitrov of Michigan 
State University. “It may pro¬ 
vide a revolutionary change in 
the treatment of breast 
cancer.” 

Added Dr. Jules Harris of 
Rush Cancer in Chicago: T 


think it’s interesting and excit¬ 
ing and will give rise to a great 
deal with, clinical investiga¬ 
tion.” 

In Bonadonna’s study, che¬ 
motherapy was given to women 
whose , breast tumors were trig¬ 
ger than three centimetres. The 
drugs could bring them down 
below three centimetres in 87 
per cent of the women. . 

The largest tumor was over 
10 centimetres across and was 
shrunken small enough 1 so doc¬ 
tors could perform a hsnpeo- 
tomy. The average size of the 
tumors before treatment was 
five centimetres. -■ -• 

After the: operations, tire 
doctors treated the women with 
radiation therapy and addition- - 
al chemotherapy. 
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